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TO THE 


Courteous Reader 


Courteous Reader, 


Tutreat you to peruſe with a mild, a moderate, and 
a Chriſtian Temper, theſe few (heets which have 
been thought fit to be recommended to the publick 
view ; as well to give a full proſpe& of the Jeſuati- 
cal Deſigns againſt us and onr Religion,as to perſuade our Bre- 
thren fo that Onity and Uniformity, which will ſecure us 
againſt all their Helliſh Attempts. This Invitation will ap- 
pear ſo much the more ſeaſonable, becauſe we are yet threat- 
ned with ſtrong Combinations, with mighty Conſpiracres, 
with the Conjun@ion of Forcien Powers, that promiſe to 
themſelves the overthrow of Chriſt's Goſpel and Truth amore ſt 
a5. Methinks that the ereatnefs of the Common Dneer 11 
which we are all concern d, ſhould Alarm us into a compliance 
with one another, and oblige us t9 jozn to maintain that Pro- 
fejjron, which our Enemies joyntly ſtrike at : Methinks their 
Policy ſhould teach ws, how to preſerve our (elves, and can. 
ws to unite alſo in Afﬀections, in Gods Worſhip, in our Cares 
and Endeavours for the Publick, Safety, for the prevention 
of their miſchievous purpoſes, too much encouraged by our 
groundleſs and unreaſorable Divihons. 

In this jundure of time, the Nations welfare and preſer- 
vation hath ſuch a dependency upon this Conjuntt10n, that 
we can never expe it without this reconciliation, It is the 
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Unity of the people that will render us invincible, and draw 
down upon our heads the Bleſſing of Heaven : The ſafeſt Ne- 
fence of States and Kingdoms. It will eſtabliſh Religion 
upon an unmoveable Baſis, and maintain the envied Hierar- 


cy of our Church in the midſt of all Diſorders. It will pre- 


vent many wicked Deſigus of the Pope and his bloody Agents, 


and ſilence the jealouſes and tunmltuous fears that diſturb 
our quiet, In a word, Onity in Religion and Gods Worſhip, 
will preſerve the Nations Peace from Foreign Invaſion, and 
Inteſtine diſcords. If therefore our Brethren of the ſame 
Religion, who differ from ws only in ſhadows, would hearken 
at laſt to this Reconciliation, and joyn with u4 at left in 
outward appearance : If they would conſent to lay aſide all 
prejudice and partiality, and baniſh from among us all names 
of dijſention, innumerable advantages would from thence 
proceed, and this happy Conjun@ion would infallibly prove 
the moſt Invincible Bnlwark of our Church and Nation, a» 
gainſt the malice of Hell, and the Popes fury. In order 
thereunto, ſeveral particulars are here recommended to the 
publick view, to diſpoſe mens minds for this bleſſed unity in 
Religion, aud prepare them for a Cure. 

But as there are diſtempers which the Patients ſroward- 
neſs, and other circumſtances will not ſuffer to be healed by 
every common Phyſitian, the grand dijeaſe of our Nation js 
ſuch, that only the Wiſdom of our Superiours, can compleat the 
cure, anc cloſe up our bleeding wounds, torn and inlarged 
throueh our Enemics ſubtil praices. 

Several endeavenrs have been formerly made for the ſame 
purpoſe, but ſucceſs hathnot anſwered the expedations of good 
mer, becauſe therr Judicious and Religious proceedings have 
been fruſirate, as ſome imavin, through the unſeaſonebleneſs 
and jlarpneſs of the Remedies, or the untra@ableneſs of in- 
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tereſſed perſons, or rather," through the ſecret Plots of our 
buſy Enemies, who lay inonr boſoms, and had a finger in our 
aFtings of this nature. 

But now theſe obſtacles are partly removed, now the great- 
neſs of our danger hath alarm'd many into a compliance with 
our Church, and begot in us an earneſt deſire of a Cenjun@i- 
on, we only wait for an lmoitation and tke perfeGing of that 
Onion, which will render us and our poſterity happy for 
ever. 

I ſhall deſire from all True Proteſtants a favourable ac- 
ceptance of, and a charitable canſtrudion: to theſe my endea- 
wours, which I hope will prevail upon men of calm ſpirits, and 


unbiaſjed judgments, my zeal and affedion for the ſcrvice of 


my Conrry, and for the preſervation of the true Re i.70n, 


for which [ have been a ſufferer, hath encouraged me to this 


Attempt, W ho knows, but that theſe conſiderations that I 
here offer, may prevail upon many, may ſatisfie their doubting 
Conſciences, and oblige them to ſindy for the future, Unity 
and Pe.ice 2 Who knows, but that a Perſon though in a mean 
Station, may contribule ſomething towards thattBleſſed Work 
of Oniting #s and our Brethren together For it is the uſual 
Method of Divine Providence, to make uſe of the unlikelieſt 
Agents, to bring to paſs thegreat Deſons, and the noble effetts 
of his Power and Wiſdome, that tic Glory might be aſcribed 
to him alone, and that none might partake with him inthat 
which ts all his due. 

[ bejeech the God of all Wiſdom, Onity and Peace, to unite 
ws all together, to reconcile our differences, te enlichten our 
nnderjtandines with his Truth, ſanGifie our wills and affeTi- 
ons with his Spirit of Love. I bejcech His Divine Majejiy 
to prejerve in health and proſperity, our graciows and religious 
K ing, and bleſs the zealous endeavours of the wiſe anc! great 

Council 


_— _— — OO GRO ———— — 


4 _ 0 DR — 


| The Preface. 


WT council of our Nation, for his Glory and the Nution| Wel- 
fare, This ſball always be the Prayer of 


M. D. 
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CHAP. I. 


The Conſpiracy and preſent Deſigns of the Popiſh Party in Eu- 
rope, againſt the Proteſtant A ntereſt diſcovered, with the me- 
thods obſerved by them to overthrow the Church of England. 


HE true Chriſtian Faith in all Ages hath been endan- 
gered by the cruelties and furious perſecutions of the 
Devil and his Helliſh Agents. Since the Murther of 
the Divine Author of this Exccllent Religion, there is 
no Age nor Kingdom but hath ſeen multitudes of his 
ſincere Followers, ſent after their Good Maſter. How 

furiouſly did the Phariſces rage againlt the Apoſtlcs ! how barbarouſly 

did they handle the firſt Chriſtians ! how many Conſultations -and At- 

tempts to ſtifle this Religion in its Infancy, in the Rivers and Torrents 
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of the Blood of its Profeſſors ! And when by S. PauPs Preaching the 
Truth was generally known and cmbraccd all over the Roman Empire, 
bow many Maſlacscs and Tragedics have bcen acted upon Chriftians ! 
As it is not poflible to deferibe the inhumanitics of Nevo, Domnutian, 
Dizcleſi.an, and othcr Ceſars: it 1s impoſſible to declare the number of 
( briſt's Diſciples, murdercd in all parts of their Dominions, in every 
Town and Hamilct, and in cvcry Province, hre and ſword, miſery and - 
torments were the portions of all that were ſo bold as to own this ſacred 
Name. | 
Afterwards when by the goodneſs of God,the Roman Emperors began 
to open their Eves and perceive the Divinity of this Faith.,when they bc- 
can to draw the whole World by their Religions Examples, to worthip 
2 Crucincd Saviour , the Dcvil / whoſe Empirc was thercby over- 
thrown _) took other meaſures, and an othcr courlc to deſtroy Chriſti- | 
anity, and hinder its progreſs amongit men. Inftcad of oppoling the 
whol. Body of it. which had gaihcd an invincible credit in the World, 
hc reſolved topick quarrels with fone of its Doctrines, and to poyſon 
the Hypocritical Profeſſors, with ſuch pernicious perſuations, as might 
ſpread to the forming of a Party tor hunkch. Ne fooner did the Pri- 
mitive Chrittians come ovt of the Heatheniſh Perſecutions, but this 
grard Enemy of all Truth and Picty advanced amonglit them the 
Hercetics of Arius, Apolimarins, Neftorizes, Novatus, Pelagins, and others 
of his Champions, who cither by ſubtilty or cruclty afſaulted again 
Chris Church atrcth, and raiſed pafccutions againtt her in her very 
bow:$!s. But Satan's Malice was ncvcr fo remarkable. nor the Suffer= 
ings cf the Church ncver fo many, nor the Plots and Combinations 
againſt her never ſo frequent, under the Governments of the Jews and 
Komans ; as they have bcen fince the Apoltacy of the Roman Church 
from Chritts truc Faith, ard its rcccptian of the antient Herches. The 
Devils Throne cliabliſhcd in thc Old Capitol, ſcems to be now tranſ- 
terrcd to the intamous Vatican of Rawe, thc 
Corn. Tacit. lib, 2. in fine antient abode of the Whorcs, and the now 
Wile Jmnptrije Scat of tie Great Whore of Bubylan: tor 
trom this place it is impothble to number th: 
Decrecs and Commitiiovs that have been fent to murder, deltroy, burn, 
and overthrow Chriſt's truc Church on Earth, How many Wars havc 
been kindled ! how many Matlacres ated? how many Plots (et on toot ! 
how many Cruclcs and Tragcdics bave procceded from the Reſvlu- 
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tions and Orders of the Vatican? In all Ages and Kingdoms of our 
Northern-World, the Roman Party was never wanting in any bloudy 
Scene to deſtrey Chriſt's Diſciples. It is obſervable that tor above {even 
hundred years, there hath ſcarce been a War in Ezrope, but the Pope of 
Rome hath becn the friſt Contriver, and greatctt Promoter ot it, chictly 
when Cbrit's Church and People were concerned. For it hath always 
becn the Policy of the Roman Court, when the Princes of Europe were 
grown ſo Rich or Great as to give them a Jcalouſic, to tiir them up by 
their Nwuncios to ſome chargeable and dangerous War, or to raiſe againit 
them thcir diſcontented Neighbours. And tince the Retormation hath 

aratcd from them a part of Exrope, all the Protettant Blood that 
hath been ſpilt, may becharged upon the Pope and his Agents. How 
many millions in France, Germany, Spain, and other parts ot Exrope have 
been ſlain by the Papitts / How many private Maſſacres and publick 


. Wars have been begun and encouraged by them ! 1 darc affert, and offer 


my ſelf to prove from a certain knowledge of the Hittorics of formcr 
Ages, that in this Northern World fince the tirlt Reformation, the Pope 
and his Papiſts have been ſo great. Enemics of the Peace of Chriftendam, 
that there hath been no War kindled, nor ſcarce any Bloody Scene 
acted by any Authority, nor any noted Wickedncſs performed, but 
the Pope had there a hand, and was concerncd as one of the chict Aﬀors. 
This unreconcileable hatred which he bears to Chriff's Chnrch and 
his Goſpel, inrages him and all his reliJels Agents, againti this Rlourith- 
ing and happy Kingdom. Since the beginning of Queen Elizabeths 
Reign, how many hundred Plots and Conſpiracics have been ſet on 
foot by the Papiſts againſt the Lives of our Kings and Princes, and the 
Peace of this Nation! This Land ſeems to have bcen the chictett Thea- 
ter of their Cruelty and private Conſpiracies. Az ſoon as by the Good- 
neſs of God one Plot is diſappointed, another is immediately begun 
and advanced, to trouble this Kingdom. I (hall not mention here the 
tormer Diſcoverier, that have been made of the Popes dcligns againtt 
us, of our dangcrin Eighty Eight, of the Gunpowlder-Plot, of our late 
Civil Wars, of our Royal Martyrs Murder, et the Noblc Blood that hath 
been privately ſpilt, and ot our unreconciteable differences in Religion. 
known to be tomented by the- Pope and Papilis, and many other ot 
their contrivances within theſe few years, tending to difquict and 
dilturb Chriſt's Church amongſt us. I thall in this ſhort Traft give an 
Account only of the,preſent deſigns of the Papiſts againfi the Proteſtant 
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Religion in Exrope, from certain and well grounded Intelligence, that E 
have had with worthy men of the Popith Religion,and the Acquaintance 
that I have defired to get in the Aﬀairs of Europe within theſe twenty 


years : , I ſhall here give a proſpect of a private Conſultation and a crafty. - 


Contrivance, which hath cauſcd already much Chriliian Blood to be 


ſpilt in all parts. of Ezrope, and God knows how much more the carrying \ 


on of theſe deſigns will.colt : God knows what miſeries and affliticns 
it will bring upon us. For the prevention of the miſchiefs intended 
againſt us in this Land, and our Proteliant Religion; I here offer this 
Diſcovery to the Publick, or as much as is neceſſary to be known, I pray 
God that our Brethren of the ſame Religion would feriouſly. contider 
it, ſo as to reunite again with us in the ſincere protethon of the Truth 
and Worlhip of our God, that our Enemies may not advantage them- 
{elves by.our diviſions 3. for this purpoſe Fſhall ſhew what this Popiſh 
Deſign is, by whom commenced, and-who are chiefly concerned. 
Alexander the Seventh, of the Family of Chig: was looked upon as 
one of the greatelt Politicians of his days. As ſoon as he was ſetled in 
his Papacy, he ſent his Nzncivs into France, Germany and Spain, to re- 
concile the Popiſh Princes, and toconclude between them fucha League 
as that they might be able to ſuppreſs the Calviniſts at home, and oppoſe 
together the Trrk abroad. The differences between the French and 
the Spaniards were compoſed, by the Marriage of the eldelt Infanta of 
Spain with Lewis the Fourteenth, the yongcli being given to the Em- 
peror, the Chief of the Houſe of Auſtria. This Peace gave leaſure to 
the French Court, and an opportunity to the Pope and his Agents to 
Work and Solicit the Ruin of. the Proteſtants, by pulling down their 
Churches, and denying them the priviledges allowed them before. Se. 
veral ways were then propoſed in-the Aſſembly of Cardinals, anſwerable 
tothe ſtate of every Kingdom. England was then groaning-under the 
Tyranny of an Uſurper dreadtul to all Exrope 3 but a Religion was then 
here profeſſed in oppolition to Popery : The Kings Majetity was-in his 
Banithment, It was thercfore reſolved to get here (uch an lntcreſt in 
the Army and in the Land, as that the Papitts might be able to make a 
ſtrong party, when time ſhould ſerve: for that purpoſe, ſeveral Jeſuits 
were {centover to ſet upnew Religions and divide the people amongſt 
them(clves, and tojayn with the Army, ioto which they were admitted 
in Offices of. Truſt under their uſual diſguiſes. A propoſal had been 
made to, our- Gracious Soveraign to draw him from the Truth, with 


large 
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large hopes of an univerſal aſſiſtance of the foreign Papiſts, in ſucha 
caſe to fettle him again in his Throne : but he was not to be drawn to 
be the Popes Slave in hopes of a Crown, nor to be perſwaded to cm- 
brace ſuch abſurdities againſt his Conſcience and Reafon, God thcere- 
fore performed for him what his Enemies had but propoſed, and refto- 
red to him his inheritance, as a reward of his Fidelity to Truth, con- 
trary to the whole Worlds expectation. When the Court of Rome ſaw 
ſo great a revolution in this Kingdom, and the Protecttant Religion 
ſucceeding tothe former Anarchy in the Church, when they ſaw no 
hopes of that Change they wiſhed tor, they ſentias many. Emiſſariesas 
they could to ſow the ſeeds of divifion amongft us and our-brethren of - 
the ſame perſwaſion, for the carrying on of their damnable defigns, the 
ruin of our Kingdom and Church; againſt which they planted all their 

Evgins. A Conſultation was regularly had in London of the moſi ex- 
perienced-and wiſett Jeſuits, who had intelligence with moſt parts of 
the Kingdom, and knew by Letters the poſture of all Aﬀairs, and the 
Peoples diſpoſitions: The reſult. was ſent over to their General at Rome, 
and the Aſſembly appointed there for Engliſh Aﬀairs: From thence they 
received every month new Oxders how to proceed, which Orders they 
had a general Commiſſion tocorre&t. according to the unexpedted acci- 
dents that might happen.. 

During the late, Civil. War and Ufurpation, the Jeſuit had got 
many. Proſelytes to his Religion by drawing them trom the Truth, or 
. cauſing ſome to caſt offall reſpect of any other Religion,but that which 
their ſordid Intereſt recommended. The Wicked and Antichriſt;an Prin- 
ciple of the former, and the prophaneſs and.licentiouſnels of the latter, 
made them both ready to embrace Popery, as ;{oan as it ſhould appear 
with any credit amongſt us; butall this white, the Knave lurked under 
the ſhape of an Anabaptiſt, ofa Quaker, of a Fift: Monarchy man, and 
ſometimes for his Intereſt he would appear amongſ.the Presbyterians 
aud Independents. The {verity of 'the antient Laws, and the Peoples 
general hatred of Popery and Jeſuits, ſuffered him not to lift up his 
Mask : theretore all his proccedings were private and (ecrct, and under 
ſuch outward garbs, as hindred him from being vilible to cvery eye. 

- But as ſoon as the Kings Majeſty returned to his Grown and King- 
dom, the Jcſuits and Papiſts were reſulyed.to take other meaſures; The 
ſervices ot ſome of their Party, and the Authority. of Crowned Heads ; 
emboldned them to appear amongſt us with more Courage aud lets 
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Fcar of the Law, which by the King's merciful temper was mitigated 
towaras them, and they ſuffered to make profctlion of their Religion 
without fear of puniſhment : All that they ſeemed then to defire and 
pretend to was but the trecdom to exerciſe their Religion, buz give the 
Deril an Inch and he will takg an Ell, Thcir ſecret aim and private con- 
trivances have always tended to thecoverthrow of Church and State, 
tor the better carrying on of their purpoſes, they have endeavoured to 
have all the Intereſt they could make amongſt the great ones. 

There was then three obſtacles to their grand Defign not to be over» 


| come on a ſudden: —_ reality in the Proteſtane Protetlion, the 


Nations general averſion tor , forme out of Intereſt and for Fear 
ot loting their Impropriatiors and Abbey-Lands ; others our of a prin- 
ciple of Religion, and the third obſtacle was the Parliaments Sinccrity 
and Loyalty to God and their King. To attempt opculy to overcome 
theſe impediments was but a madneſs, which could not turn but tochieix 
ruin. They found out a way to batter theſe invincible Butwarks, aud if 
not to render them aſſaultable, at leaſt to:prevent the danger they appre- 
hended trom thence, the Peoples avertion they took away by dcyrees, 
by their officious and kind behaviour, civil deporement, and uſual 
tciſions of hdelity to their Prince, and care of the publick ſafety, honour 
and happinels : by tpreading abroad both in the Countrey and the City, 
Books of their Religion with moderate Diſputations and Retutations ot 
ours, which they gave to all that would hearken to them, or ſhew them 
any countenance or likelihood of embracing their ways: and by 
{cttling of Popith School-Maſters in every corner of the City, who en- 
dcavouttd if not 'to poiſon the Children with their principles, at leaft 
to give them fuch a tinQture of -their Religion, as might remove the 
natural averſion, "They dealt with every one-according to his quality, 
diſpolition and place. To the Great and Noble they ſeemed to betrue. 
truſty and -othcious, to the meancrſort'they appearcd with hopes and 
promiſes of advantage: and to all they diſcovered the Popiſh Religion 
under the diſguiſes of pleaſure and profit 3 as many as were not well 
principled they endeavourcd to debauch and corrupt, chiefly if they 
were in any place of truſt, that they might ſhew themſclves favourable 
to Popery and Papiſts. Some they would recommend and promote to 
places of profit, to Offices and Employments in Noble Families, and in 
the State to others they would give monics, and with' all perſons 
they endeavoured to ingratiate themſelves: calting all the miſery and 
. troublcs 
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croubles of our Civil War upon Presbytcrians, Retorimation, and Non- 
conformity, to render them the more odious to King and People, One 
ching gave them a jealoulie, and they were rclulved to cmploy all their 
Skill and Art to prevent it 3 That was arcconciliation between the Epit- 
copal Party and the moderate Non-Conformilts, cndcavourcd by the 
Kings Majeſty, and delixed by the whole Nation, To hinder this 
conjunction, which doubtleſs would have proved fatal to Popery in 
this Land, and break the neck of all their deligns, they laboured to in- 
terpole between both, and to incourage the one in his ſtitneſs, by buziny 
in the cars of the fimpler fort the danger of unity, the corruption in 
the Church, the glory of Confiancy in Religion, ard their ingagc- 
ments for the Covenant : and by upbraiding the more knowing, party 
with the Pcoplcs difcourkes of the Miniſters bad Lives, untaithtulncs. 
unconſtancy, and the danger their Souls were in, it by thcir too halty 
compliance to that which their former Interclt obliged them to exclaim 
againſt, thcy gave them a flender Opinion and an Atheiſtical impreiſi- 
on of Religion it felt. To theſe they repreſented Conformity as the 
moſt intolcrable burthcn, and the heavieli yoke could be impoſed upon 
them by Authority 3 and our , Religion of the Church of England the 
nearcht in afhnity to Popcry, tull of Superſtition, it not of Idolatry, 
They accuſed all our zealous endeavours to bring the People to Unity, 
to be Perſccutions of the good Servants of God, and every ticp that we 
made was {landered and diſcredited by theſe men who had a deſign to 
advantage themſelves by our Diviſions. To the Governours in the 
Church and State they would cxclaim again(t the wickednels and dan- 
gcr of Conventicles and Non-Contormuy. They repreſented all the 
Retormed Churches beyand the Seas, as incouragers of our difſenſions 
by their Examples, 'avd Government without Bithops 3 Calvin and all 
his Calvinifts ware Tyaitors, Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, Encmies of the 
Publick Pcacc, promoters ut Rebcllion, infufterable in a Common- 
Wrcalth, dangerous Conſpirators againlt the Kings Perſon and Govern. 
mcntz and what not. With thcle and ſuch like Notions they intedted 
r>c minds of many oi our Clergy, with an unjuſt prejudice againſt all 
the Religious Churches of God beyond the Seas, and had not a very 
worthy Divine, | Dr. Darel, |clearcd there mnocency by rcpreſcnting to 
the publick, theu difaliuwance of our frivolous diſcords, and their 
acknowledgment of us tor their Brethren, and our Liturgy and Govern- 


ment, tobe altogetheragrecable with Gods Word and Will; we ſhould 
| have 
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have proceeded to a publick Excommunication, However theſe 
imprcfſions given to the Rulers in Church and State, caſt oyl into the 
tirc, angred the minds of our zealous Governours, and drew trom them 
thoſe ſevere reſolutions which have increaſcd our diſcords, and cauſed 
many to imagin more in Non-Conformity than really there is, for as 
ſome fort of Wounds putrife and increaſe the more they are handled, 


' fo the Diviſions of our Church about quid dities, Indiffercncies, Trifles 


and Vanities, would have vanithed by degrees the leſs we had minded 
them. But as we had our Enemies on both tides acquainted with our 
tempcr and intereſts, they would not ſuffer the one to contorm, nor the 
others to admit them upon more moderate terms, than a ttrict compli- 
ance with all the incontiderable pun&ilio's which the Publick Peace and 
Gods Glory might calily diſpenſe with, as well as Religion, Govern- 
ment and Contormity it fclf, In all the publick Diſputations too 
much Gall proceeded from the Jeſuits hatred of us both, and their ap- 
prehenfion of our ſenfibleneſs of our own Interelt, and of an union be- 
tween thoſe that differed for the molt part but in ſhadows. However 
thcy labourcd to raiſe ſuch a miſt betwcen us and our Brethren, that we 
could not ſee to joyn together in one body and worſhip. All this while 
thcy advanced ſome of their own diſguiſed fellows into Offices and © 
Placcs of Truſt; and when they ſaw any perſon able to ſerve thcir 
turn, they would betriend him with their atſiftance in his promotion, 
and diſcourage all other perſons. When I lived near London, a Jeſuit 
an ingenious and a good Linguiſt, knowing my Skill in that and other 
forts of Learning, and how much I had been neglected in the Church ; 
though I had done good Service both at home and abroad, was ſent 
purpoſcly to ſearch into the Principles of my Religion, whether I would 
tavour Popcry : could I have diſſembled with him, I might have had a 
conliderable preterment by the Jeſuits means, but I choſe rather to abide 
ina mcan condition,and to be conhned to the remotelt wildernels of the 
Land, to a ſmall Vicarage of about ſixty pounds per annum, there to 
bury my Talents, than to employ them in the Service of the Devil and 
the Pope. \* 

But all theſe indeavours at home, tended to the promotion, encou- 
ragcment, and increaſe of the Popith Religion, but amongſt a tew, and 
ſuch as dared not to diſcover what they were. And though it had 
got ſo much credit, that many ingenicus and good Proteliants could 
not endure to hear the Pope or Papitts ſpoken againlt, or blamed for 
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ſuperſtition, or any of their practices. This could not bring to paſs the 
grand Dclign without a more powerful cndeavour, and ltronger al- 
titianccs 3 for that purpoſe as ſoon as the Courr of Rome was pertectly re- 
conciled with the French King, and that he had confſented to gratthe 
them, to have the Monument ot their Diſgrace ratcn away, and all 
remembrances of his Ambaſſadors attront and their weaknefles, pulled 
down in Rome: they reſolved to make ule of his Atlitiance, ard tv 
govern all Ezrope, it not all the W orld, by a Trimmrirat. I hall not trou- 
ble my Reader with any part of this Plot relating, to Foreign /\tairs, 
only as it looks upon us and concerns us here in England. 

It is ſufficicntly known that the Court of Rome pretends to an Unis 
verſal Monarchy, and to hold by the Power of the Keys what the tame 
City governcd heretofore by the Sword, The Jcluits likewile have 
the ſame aim, but with a pretended ſubordination to the Pope and his 
Authority; a meer preter.cc covercd over with the Oath of blind Obe- 
dicnce, tor this cratty and devilith Society, it it once get a Head will 
as calily forgct their Allegiance to the Pope, as they do now that to 
their molt lawful Princes under God, But ncither the Jeſuics nor the 
Pope of Rome, now that all their Cheats have been ditcovercd to the 
World in theſe latter Ages, through the Preaching of the Goſpel, can 
carry on or compaſs {o great a Delign without other atliſtance, 
therefore they reſolved together to employ the old Policy of the anticnt 
Romans in Conquering, Kingdoms;-which was to ſubdue them with 
their Weapons, and by the Courage of their own Inhabitants, 

Ot all the Monarchs ſubject to the Roman Sec, in theend of Alexan- 
der's Papacy, none {cemed fo powertul in men and money as the French : 
A young Prince Lord of a flouriſhing Kingdom, and of a great Con- 
tinent, but of an Aſpiring mind that would readily entertain the tirſt 
propoſals of larger Dominions, and other Empires. Therctorc the 
Jeſuits and the Pope, agreed to tempt him wiih the Glories of the 
World, and to make him the Univecrial Monarch, it he would cncou- 
rage the Popiſh Religion, and declare himſelt an Enemy to the Prote- 
ſtant Protection in and out of his Kingdom. This ſame Propoſal had 
been made to Philip the Second of Span, when that Kingdom was in its 
Grandcur, and in order to its accomplithment, he gratitied the Pope 
with the Expultion and Banithment of the Moors out of his Kingdom, 
with a Bloody Warin the Low-Countries, and with the Maffacre of his 
Eldctt Scn and Heir Don Carlos, a young Prince who diſcovercd his 

C diſlike 
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Statcs of Errope have labourcd to cut the Spaniards Short, and to bring 
down their haughty pretenfions, they have ſcarce been able to keep 
* their own without their Neighbours Charitable Aſſiltance, much lefs to 
invade ths other Kingdoms and Territories of Europe, in gratihcation 
of the Corrt of Rome. But the French Monarch cliccmed the richctt 
,, Prince of all Errope, raiſed to a Vowertul and Large Kingdom, was 
| b:come dreadtul to all his Neighbors whiles hc ftood trill, He ſeemed 
therctore to be the httett Inſtrument to carry on the Popith Dceligns in 
[ Exrips and in E-n9land, and able to {npprefs the Protcitant Religion 
every where, Tiv's was the Freuch aim in thelaft Dutch War, as may 
appcar by the words of their Embaiſzdors to all Popith Princes, chicfly* 
in Germary and Spain: And in c« mi:deratton of this War, the Popc 
was willing to gratitic the French King in all his demands, in making, 
Hoſe nin Gardkials whom he had recommended to him. And likc- 
wil. © ew his readincts tocruth the Protctiant Party, the French King 
9 pleato the Pop ,, hath pulled down ſeveral hundred Churches, and op- 
preifed the Proteliants ot his Dominions contrary to his former Grants 
and Promiſcs. I could inltance fcveral known proots of this Agree- 
ment between this Pope, the Jeſuits, and the French King, to govern 
i the World betwon them, and to attilt one another in the ſubduing, 
Ezrope. and in Ruling, it by this Trizmwirat. The Pope was to have the 
| Souls, and commu d the Confciences ot men to turniſh him and his 
"pq | minion5 with what moneys they would have. The French King was to 
of} Govern the Bodics endl command their Ettatcs, And the Jeſuits by 
2 compliance with them both, were to have a large ſhare in the Con. 
gucred Countreys and a great part in the Government of the World. 
The Drtch a iturdy g- ncration and powertul by Sea liood in their way, 
theſe mult be oppreſſed by a Nation no lefs valiant and firong : it was 


"bu, * no dificalt matter to blow up the Coals and kindle a War. The unci- 
ed” vility of the former furnilhing daily caulcs of diſcontent to the latter 
, bat when the growing greatne(s of the French diſcovered to us our own 
is danger, and that cur i rincc became the Moderator ot Peace and War, 
4 | ſtopping this furzous Charpion in his tull Carcer.it isnot to be imagin'd 
+ what diſpleaſure the Popilh Party conceived againſt our King and Na- 
'» - tion : what threatning ſ{pcechcs, what turious cxpreſſhons | Suns from 
\” their mouths. The Emperor only and the Spaniard no Friend of the 
F Frezch Greatneſs, would have been willing to affilt the Pope, if only 
'{ Religion 
T3 FE ——_——_—_— HC 
Ty es 


to all true Proteſtants. 11 


— - — 


Religion hid been concerned 3 but when they had an inkling of the 
Triumvirat, and {aw to what all thcte proceedings would abitt, they 
choſe rather to aid the Hereticks againtt cher Tops, than to futter thum 
tw incrcaſe their Enemics Power and Grearncis. 

But Iccing that Protcltant England would not fufter the Pope and 
the French to triumph over all their Neighbours, tut give a chcck to 
their proceedings - a Peace mult bc concluded with the Putch Hecreticks. 
that they might have more Icature to work milchict toand overthrow 
this firongett Bulwark of the Irotcliant Religion, Open War was 
dangcrous againſt a Nation fo Couragious, thuctore private Pluts and 
ſecret Conſpiracics mult do : They had no other way but to cait us in- 
to a cortution by a ſudden attempt, and the Maſtacre ot our Prince and 
of his Subjc&s; and to animate us on? againlt aothcr. The Father 
muſt be tiirrcd up againſt che Son, the Children mitt rife againte their 
. Parents, Relations and Aﬀnity, Conſanguinity, and the tics of Fricnd- 
{hip and Blood mult be all {ct aſide to promote thic Intereit of this Catho- 
lick Religion, and Holy Cauf. fanctined by the Popes Benediction. 

The burning ot thc City of Loudon could not detiruy tr Neit of He- 
reticks, they wut there be all Mafſacred theretore in tiwvir tanous City 
that is fo ſoon riſen out of its Atiics to the wonder wi the World. No 
pitty nor compaſſion mult be had ot innoccnt babes, why might one 
day revenge the murder ot their Parcnts, but they mt all, the Mother 
and the Child, tecl the tiroaks and tharp fiyords oi inc zcalous tolluw- 
crs of Feſis, of theſe Roman Catholicks and Jciwts, But how tar 
did thcir tury intcnd to run? God knuws, Once ue naine of a Pro- 
tcliant muli not vc left alive in all Englaud : Blova ard Rivers of Blood 
mult be {pilt to make way tor a Religious Generation: of Jefaits, Fran- 
ci{cans, Saking and other Fryers to plant in this Land and {ccure it 
tor the Pope their Sovercign, Kings and Princes, Nubls and Clergy. 
Gentry and Coummonalty, mult all be witn-ilvs of ther impartial zcal + 
the whole Nation mutt be deſtroyed, O Inhunanity ! Of Hillith Fury ! 
O unhcard of Cruelty ! Blcfled be thy Holy Name, Q Lord ouc God, 
tor the diſcovery of their malice and rage agam!t us, continue thy Pro- 
tection to our gracious Prince, guard him by thine Almichty Power. 
{cure his perſon againli all pretent and tuture Contpiractcs, preſerve 
ty People and this Church, and {nd us all to be truly thanktul. and 
tO reunite again in the umcere worthip of thee the only truc Gad, f*: 
Jeſes Chryt his fake. Amen, This Plot hath been working many vers. 
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and preparations were making in all the Convents upon the Sca-Coalts 
of Spain and France, chiefly ot the Jeſuits. But that which is the end of 
all this Diſcourſc-15, that it we had not becn divided in Religion the 
Papiltz would not havc made this attempt, and we ſhould be intallibly 
ſecure from all future mitichicis, Cwhich they will yet endeavonr to 
work amonglt us J it we could be perſwadcd to ſet 2fide all Partiality 
and Prejudice, ard joyn together all unanimoutly in the profefſin of 
one Religion, and in the fainc manner, This 1 thall proveyn tie n.cxt 
Chaptcr. 


CHAP. IL / 


the danger of Diviſion in a Nation about matters of Religion, 
and what pernicious conſequences it hath had in foreign 
Countries, and in this. 


HE chick intent of all Socictics of mcn is Union, and the Publick 


Security, againtt all invaſion and diforder, __ and domeltick, 
under one Head : 


For that purpoſe we gather together in one Body an 


we bind our ſelves together with - and Relations, we entertain a 


mutual correſpondency amonglt our faves, and pretend all to promote 
thc general good of the politick Body, Nations arc to be looked upon 
as large Families where the Univerſal Father, and all the reſt arc mem- 
bers ot the Family, highly concerned in one anothers good and preſer- 
vation. All the individuals arc united in one publick intercſt in the hap- 
pinels of the whole or diviſion : therctore diſcord is an apparcnt chemy 
to the Socicty, becauſe it oppolcs the very intent of it, and lays 
open 2 Nation to theſe following miſc hicts, and to their diſmal conſe- 
QUCNCCS, ; 

|. It weakens the Socicty and Pecple. and renders them lefs able to 
reliſt their Enemics 3 It is not to be imagined what inconvenicncy a 
(mall divition will cauſe in a City or Cummon-wcalth, As in the natu- 
ral body a head-achora light diltemper renders the man feeble and rot 
ht tor action, ſo the publick divitions bring great impeei:nents to thoſe 
proceedings that would tend to the Nations happineſs, honour, ſafety 


and peace ; and ought to be ſomuch the more odious the moxe a well 
COM- 
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compact and ſetlcd body in go0d ordcr and KNVPpcer 31a thriviig and 
proſpcrous condition, 

I. It bre:ds diſcontents and diſturbances at howe, which if kept 
ſecret, occations murmurings and complaints amonelt the interiors. and 
many times when they break out they raiſe Rebcllions and Civil-W ars. 
for it is certain that there can be no diviſion or faction in a place but 
mult proceed trom and caule dilcontent, hatred and variance, which 
commonly rob trom us our inward and outward peace. And thovgj 
the Divition may be only in fome particular r{{pects, which may no 
hinder a corrc{pondency in other publick rclations, that corrcſponden. , 
can never be hearty, and thiuſe endeavours togcther cannot be {o fiic- 
cc{stul and vigorous, when they procecd from parties.that enecrtain un- 
tual diſplcaſurcs, clpccially in that very thing which is the greateli tyc 
of 21l human Socictics, Religion. 


III. It lays us open to all the attempts,contrivances ard malicious de- * 


ſigns of our Encmics. How calie is it to ruin a divided party ! to fer 
and incourage one taction againlt another! And though the divition 
may obſcrvc ſome bounds, and not procced to that extremity to which 
it naturally tends, it cannot be denicd but that a crafty Encmy may 
calily advantage himlſelt thereby, and work the miſchict it not the total 
overthrow ot a divided Pcople, for there aic alwaics opportunities 
given for ſuch wicked purpoſes by the diſcovery of this weakneſs. In 
thort, that Nation is in no ſmall danger, and the miſcinicts into which it 
is likcly to fall are innumcrable, that is divided in {ſuch a manner, that 


there 15 no hopes of union. Our Bleſſed Saviour torctells the fate of 


that Socicty or Houle, that it cannot liand, but muit nceds of its own 
accord fall into ruin. s 

But of all divitions, thoſe about Religion ſcem to be the moſt unna- 
tural, unrcaſonable and ominous : tactions and parties in the State may 
be tulcrated when they aim not dirc&ly at the diffolution of Govern- 
ment, nor the diſcredit or oppolition of Autherity ; in ſuch a caſe they 
arc not ſo dangerous nor of that ill conſequence as to give us an hot 
Alarm. Anda though they may diminita of that Love and Reſpett that 
is due to our Sovereign, by obliging us to prefer an intcrelt not agreeable 
with his and the Common-wealths, they are not ſo criminal but they 
way correſpond with our Allegiance to our Prince. 
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Bur divitions and tations in Religion in the fare Nation, threaten 
us with thoſe unavoidable darvgers, that make Governours take heed 
how they tolcrafe that which is againſt all policy : chictly in thoſe King- 
doms as are {urroundcd with watchtul Encmics, that wait for ſuch an 
opportunity to intinuate themſelves and undermine us. They tend to 
the diflulution of the Government, the overthrow of the Laws, the in- 
rroducing of all diſordcr in the State as well as in the Church. They 
tcnd firti to the contempt oft Authority, and next to the ruin of mens 
Bodics and Souls, leaving us naked to the tirft attempts of a!l our (piri- 
wal and temporal Encmics, chicfly when that diviſion which is cnvicd 
and aimcd at, is fo twiticd with the Government of the Common- 
wealth, that there 15 no diflolution of the one without the danger of 
the other 3; when all the other divitions riſe in oppotition to it, and will 
admit of vo compliance with it, when openly and ſecretly they labor 
t& diſcredit it and its lawtul procecdings, incouraging the FaRious 
part to exclaim apainlt it and its injunctions, and to cndcavour to draw 
away the people tron their reſpect to it and its way of worthip : what 
rational Soul can tolerate ſo palpable an oppotition ? What Govcrnours 
in the State can ſuticr Religion to be conternned and trodden undcr 
toot with a publick allowance? Is it reaſonable that ſuch dangerous 
tactions thould have the liberty to increaſe and act with the ſufterauce 
of the Laws and of the publick Authority ? When all the actings and 
diltalts ofthclc tations arc not juſtihnavle among(t mcn of rc«lon, by the 
Laws of God or the Laws of men, and all arc gioundcd upon pr. judices, 
miltakes and miſapprehentions, and ſuch trivolous cauſes, as tricy will 
be one day aſhamed to own, when all masks and vizards ſhall be pulicd 
off, Is it jult that the Rulers of the State in ſucha caſc thould coun=- 
tenance ſuch pernicious procecdings. and give the ſtamp oft Authority 
to Actions cither 1idiculous in them(clves, or dangerous to the People 
commirtcd to their charge. The danger may ſeem !cls when they are 
weak and inconſiderable, but little evils arc to be thunncd and avoided 
as well as great, though thcy have not increaſed to an head, they de- 
ſerve no allowance, becauſe they arc net able to prevail upon the found 
part, but thould be curcd as ſpecdily as may be; in the mcan while tor 
the publick peace and quiet, the cxecution of the Laws is {ulpendcd, 
and by the wiſdom of the Governours they arc winked at, but all Facti- 
ons arc not to beclicemed by what they can do. but by what they would 
do. Let the Principles of thoſe that arc divided trom ws be enquired 
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to. let tie detigns of their party be examin<49, !:t their cempers and 
di{poiitions bs tried by an impartial ſcrutiny, and they themictoes will 
diſcover fo much danger to the Nation, and tind the Governmc and 


| Kingdom threatned with fach milciicts, as that they will have no rea. 


{on to incourage ſuch divitions, whereby their own pcace and faicty is 
threatncd as well as that of their Policrity, | know Confcicnce is the 
grand Plca of all our difſenting Buethren 5 the Papiit, he pleads Confci- 
cence for the murther of Kings and Princes, and tie advancing, his Re- 


ligion by Hcllith Plots and Contrivances, The Heathen he pleads Con- 


ſcience in the worſhip of his Idols, The Jew and the Mahumctan 
{aith hc obſerves the Rulcs and Dictates of his Conſcience : and our 
Brethren have the ſame pretence in their mouths, tor their oppotition of 
Law{ul Authority. and their inconragement in ther divition trom us, 
But this plca that is (0 commonly utcd in the juititying of the greatett 
villanics, cauſcth us with good reaſon to fufpett it in Tels matters, Re- 
member, O my Chriltian Brothcr and Sitter, when thou thalt appear 
before the Impartial Tribunal of the Lord Zeſizs, this pretence of thy 
Conſcience will not be able to fanctihe thee, and cauſe him to approve 
of Actions and Proceedings directly oppoſite to his Word and Holy- 
Laws. Though it may blind thine own eycs and cauſe thee to be more 
cxcuſable before men, than it thou didti a& againtt the fullicitations 
of thy Confcicnce : it will never be able to oblige him to allow of that 
which is cvil in it (cit, to ultihe the guilty and condemn the innocent, 
Take keed I belecech thee that what thou ſaycit is Conſcience be not 
invincible pre idice and hatred, or humor and groundlc(s fancy, or it 


-may be {omething worle, that ſtrong ſpirit of dclulion unto which God 


dclivers ſuch as will not be lovers oft the Truth. For the better diſ- 
covery of the mittakes ot thy Conlcicnce in this particular, I beſecch you 
my Chrittian Brethren, to cxamin what miſchicts ſuch diviſion about 
Religion have caulcd already in Forcign Nations and in this : the Hi- 
{tories of tormer Ages arc tull of (ad accidents, murthers and wars, de- 
ſtruions and calamitics of Countries cauſed by the ditputes about 
Religion. | 

The Kingdom of the Fews flouriſhed and grew invincible under the 
Government of Darid and his Poltcrity z fo that all thc Nations round 
about paid them Tribute. They might have till continued in that happy 
condition, and been able to ſet bounds to the ſpreading Empire of 


Babylon, had not Feroboam under a pretence ot Religion divided the 
kingdom 
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Kingdom and Nation of T/rae!, and to ſave the Pcople the trouble and 
2XPCNCC Ot vzoing up to Feraſalem. {ct up tne Golden Calves in Dan 
and Bethel.But how many cvils did this divition in Religion ard Govern- 
ment cauſe in that Land ! They were ſubject to the attronts of cvery 


petty King and contemptible Nation, and at latt were overthrown by 


their Neighbours, and themlſclves carricd away into Captivity, with 
their Wivcs and Children. 

Atter the Jews rcturn trom B.by!on they grew numerous and ſtrong, 

w the Romans time, and wcr. able through their numbers and the rc- 
fol ation and courage which the principle ot Religion put into them, to 
command the Eajt part of the World. But what and how much woe 
and miſery did their Factians and Scets draw upon them! what fad De- 
{trutions not to be paralcl'd in any other Nation! It was opcnly con- 
telled by Trtus and their Roman Conquerors, that as their divitions be- * 
tween their Princes gaye Pompey footing in their Countrey, their divi- 
tions had brought them to utter ruin, and unheard of miſcrics; for by 
this mcans they became inſtrumental in their ewn overthrow, and did 
more miſchict to themſclvcs than all the Armies of their Enemies. So 
that by Divition in Religion, this People of Iſrael, who were aflifted by 
Gods Power and Protection, and favoured above all other Nations, 
brought themſclves to be the {cum of the Werld and loſt their Land, 
being diſperſed into all parts and Kingdoms, 

The full of the Roman Empire was brought to pals by divilion ; for 
that let in the Hung, the Longobards, the Goths, Vandals, and Viſtgoths, 
and all the Northern People into its truittul borders. The Grecian Em- 
pirc might have ſtood upon its legs to this very day, had it not bcen 
tor their (enſelets divitions in Church and State. The Sets and Here- 
lies of Arrius, Exnomius, Novatus, Samoſatenus and other buſy-bodies, 
Ict in the Trurk and his Mabomet, and in the days of the Emperor Hera- 
clius whcn men were fo divided and had fo diſputed all Religion and 
Truth out of doors, that the fimplcr and more ignorant ſort knew not 
which to chuſe, theſe wicked divitions gave an occaſion to that Arabian 
Impoltor toſct up a Religion of his own, which he recommended to 
them with the invitivg and plealing Charms of plcaſure and proft : 
Rcad bur over the diviſions and diſputes about Religion, in the Citics 
of Conſtantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and in many other places of the 
Eaſt Countrics, and cxanin how many thouſands have been deltroy- 
ed! how many crucltics acted! how many calamities brought upon 
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the Inhabitants, through their endleſs diſcords in Religion, and you 
will have cauſe to wonder at their madneſs, to ſtrive for that which for- 
bids them to ttrive; afid to hght for a Religion which diſallows all 
variance : You will have _- to wonder at their inhumanitics and 


© extravagancies, thcy torment themiclves tor nothing, and ſhed their 


own blood contrary to Reaſon and that Religion, for which they did 
{o unadviſedly contend. What is become of the Grecian Empire now ! 
where are the flouriſhing Churches of Chriſt of 4ſrz and Africs ! In 
what condition arc the Chriſtians ot thoſe parts of the World ! under 
tow much miſery, and under what cruel Tyranny do they groan! The 
ccntemptible remains of all thoſe Antient Protcſſors of our Religion, 
arc oppreſſed with the Turkiſh and Mooriſh Bondage. They have loſt 
all their honour and glory, their wcalth, their priviledges. their Coun- 
trey and all thcir preſent happineſs in this lite, their Ettates and their 
Childrcn are at their Conquerors plcaſure. And though there are ſome 
yet profeſſing Chriſtianity in thdſe parts of the World, they differ in 
all rc{peAs ſo much trom what their Forctathcrs were in tormer Ages, 
that they are ablc to draw tears trom the molt inſen{ible Souls, when com- 
parcd with them : as the building of the ſecond Temple did from the 
Fews returned from Babylon, when they ſaw how diftcring it was trom 
the Glory and Magnitcence of the firti Structure. And all this hath 
procecdcd from this Wicked and Venemous Root, Dirſion in Religion. 

Look into the latter Ages of the World, and ſee into what conftu- 
lion thele diviſions about Religion have caſt Kingdoms and Citics. The 
Citics of Florence, of Naples and Millain in Italy, have otten been wa- 
tcred with the Blood of their Noblett Inhabitants, which the diviſions 
about Religion cauſcd to be thed. The grand diſputes about the 
Guclfs and Gibbclins troubled all Exrope, and murthered more men 
than the cruelett Wars, In Germany what inhumanitics have becn 
committed! In the Low-Comntries, how many Rivers of Chritiian 
Blood have been ſpilt under the pretence ot Religion! The Spani/» 
Maſlacrcs, the Duke D* Alva's Butcheries, arc (ufticicntly knuwn co all 
the World. 

In Africa amongſt the Moors and Arabians. the difputcs bout thei, 
Prophets Impicties and their Falle Religion, 
hath cauſed one of their own Writers tolay, Mali 5.111797 a MS, 
That there is nothing exaſperares more the 
minds of men one againſt anothcr, than the Giil:ting ——_— Th 
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£4 ; Religion. Another of their Authors complains m this manner, O how 
"rt furiouſly men are ſet againli one another tor ſuch matters as concern 
4+ not the Prophets honour, nor the efential part of our Religion ! forin 
;» ' the late revolution of the Empire of Morocco, Religion was pretended 

'» todeceive the People. In France the Factions of the Alb; and Nigri, 
and the furious tranſports of the Papilts againſt the Reformed Pro- 

| | {cſſors, have often exhauſted the Blood and Treafure of that King- 

al : dom. In Switzerland, how many troubles arofc trom {mall 'diviiions 
F im Religion! In the Vrited Provinces in our late days, the refined Noti- 
ons of Arminius, and the extravagancics of the Anabaptits, had almoit 
-alt them into a Civil War. In France thc hor diſputes berween Amy- 
rz/dus and Diu Moulin had cantoned thoſe poor Churches in the midi 
| ot their Encmies, if moderate and wife mcn had not impoled a filence 
a. and obliged them to be quict. In Babemiz and Polznd, what thirs and 
diſturbances have the Socmnians raiſed! In Germany, and the Biſhoprick of 
| / Muntter, what wickednefſcs have not the Anabaptitts committed! I 
Na {hauld be endleſs, it I reckon'd up all the Miſchicts, Blood, Tumults, 
; War and Calamitics, which ſmall and inconliderable diſputcs about Re- 
| ligion have brought upon men in the Primitive Church, and in theſe 
I» iatter days. Look only into our own Nation,and conſider the late Trage- 
th dies a&ted by our own Countreymen upon the Perſon of their King and 

Nobles. Look into the cauſe of their unreafonable fury, and you ſhall 
hnd nothing but thcir miſtakes about Religion to have thus tranſported 
oN and carricd them to that exceſs of cruclty and rage. In Queen Eli2.4- 


ty beths days the Separatilts began to quarrel with our Diſcipline and Go- 
jt vernment, and laid a foundation tor the Brownifts, the Familifts, and 
'# their Succeſſors, to build their confuſed Babel. Their botd-Pamphlets 
__ ir the Queens Reign, and in King Fames's time, threatned the Nation 
>" with the tollowing diſturbances in the State. The reſtleſs Puritans were 
=; always bawwling in the Peoples cars againſt our Church and its Rulers, 
Ki . and what troubles did they not breed ! but all former diſputes were 
"I but {ports and plays to the late diſputes about Religion in our Royal 
\'s . Martyrs days; tor it 1s obſervable that when men have wearied them- 
"I ſelves in diſputing, about trifles, they try the cauſe and decide the dif- 
{bs tgrence a nearur way, With the dint of their ſharp {words, This was 
o the end of oar unhappy diviſions, we remember yet the late Civil War, 
"Y the Calamity under which the Land groaned, the Diſorders and Miſe. 
»* ries that we anc. our Families tuftercd, Chis my Brethren, proceeded from 
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an invincible tenacity. They were at frlt difcontented at our Church 
and Religious Worſhip, they exclaimed continually againſt our tor- 
malitics and practices; and differcd from us in the ſame punctilio's as 
ſome of you do. They were at firlt as mo- 

dett in all thcir behaviour towards us, de- St? the Kings Portraiture. 
firing, nothing but liberty and treedom tor 

themſelves and their way of worſhip, but when they had gathered in- 
to a hcad, thcir pretenſions were fo high that they would oblige all mcn 
to conform and ſubſcribe to all their regularities and extravagancics. 
I cannot call to mind the fad condition of our Church of England in 


thoſe unhappy days without Tears, when our Governours were dc- 


poſcd, our Clergy banifhed with their Prince, our Nobility and Gentry 
{cquelired, our Laws obliged to ſubmit to the power of the Sword, 
our Kingdom and Government in the hands of lawleſs Tyrants; Secs 
and Divitions in Religion multiplying every day, and riling out of the 
hlthy ſpawn of the Jeſuits, the wicked principles which they ſpread a- 


mongſ(t us todifturb us, and puzle the weaker fort in the Notions ot 


Religion. All theſe Evils with innumerable others, which we can 


better remember than ſpeak of, fprung trom your Foretathers Non- 
 Contormity : And will not their Chidren be better adviſed ! will they 


wittingly draw again the ſame danger upon their heads ! will they nor 
be perluaded to prevent luch mitchiets for the time to come! The barns 
Child dreads 1be fire, We have been already burnt and almolt conſu- 
med in the hot hire of a Civil-War. Shall we calt our ſelves again into 
it! or entertain the ſame cauſes that brought torth that ſad calamity ' 
Our Enemies took occaſion to blow up the coals into a grievous flame, 
who knows but they are buiily employed about the fame wicked pur- 
poſes, and will calt us headlong into the ſame mitery ! why ſhall we be 
{o tooliſh, ſo mad, and ſuch Enemies of the publick and of our (clves and 
poltcrity, as to alliſt the Jeſuits and Romanilis in their grand detign to 
ruin us and our Nation ! This procecding of yours may ſeem very ſtrange 
my Brethren, and may cauſe a greater wonder whcn we have ſcriou y 
conſidered and proved it to you. 
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CHAP. IIT. 


That there is no reaſonable cauſe of dividing from our Church, 
and that the moſt ſcrupulous Conſcience —_ oneht to 
conform according to the Laws of God as well as man. 


[] AD you as good and allowable cauſcs to alledge for your ſepara- 
- tion from us, as we and our Forctathers had to dcpart out-of the 
tdolatrous Church of Rome, your zcal would dcferve a commendation, 
and none could charge you with the Crime ot Schitm or FaQtion. For in 
ſuch a caſe you would have, in Contormity to the Examples and Com- 
mand of Chriſt and his holy Apoltlcs, torlaken thoſe who had hrlt for- 
fakcn him, and divided*your tclves trom thoſe abominations, whereof 
the bclictand practicc can ncver contitt with the Salvation of your im- 
mortal Souls, But theugh we and our Church are talſcly afperſed 
with Pepery and Popith Supertiition, the Accuſation is falſe, and (6 
i! proundcd, that it would rot deſerve a rctutation, were it not that 
this itravge conccit is greedily entertained by many of our Non-Con- 
forming, Brethren. The acculation is commonly delivercd in groſs, be- 
cauſe there is none can juttite this charge by any particular inſtance. 
It is the common Practice and Art of Impottors and of abuſive Tongues, 
when they cannot make good the objected crime, to bring their accu- 
ſation in this manner, that their malice might be leſs diſcoverable, and 
their charge more weighty. But why {hould we be declared to be Pc- 
pilhly affectcd againtt our wills ; we difown this charge as a grievous 
calumny, that hath no other toundation but the pride and unreconcile- 
able hatred of our Encmics. Did ever any Church write more ſmartly 
againlt the Pope and Papilis, than the Learned Divines of the Church 
ot England? read over the thirty nine Articles, and Biſhop Fewel, and 
the Archbiſhop Lad againlt Fiſher, and in theſe our days read but the 
writings of theſe Learned Divines, of the preſent Biſhop of Lincoln, of 
Dr. $tillins fleet, and Dr. Pierce, and you ſhall hnd that none proteſſes to be 
reater enemics of Popery than we do.But methinks that this late Popilh 
lot and all the Papiſts cndcavours againlt the Church of England, ſhould 
zuſtifie us in the cycs of all the World better than any Arguments can, 
that we arc not Papiſts nor Popiihly aftccted : can we think the Papiſts, 
and 
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and Jeſuits who axe not (o cahily miltaken in their judgments of us, 
would have laid a Frain to blow us up, had we been on tircir tide ! can 
we think thcm fo blind that they cannot (ce their tricnds trum their 
focs! would they offerto burn, detiroy and kill us, and our Children, 
were we fo inclinable to Popery, as our miſtaken Brethren talfcly con- 
ccive! what mad men arc you Prielts and Jcluits, Popes and Cardinals 
ct Rome, thus to conſpire and ſpend ſo much Treafure to defiroy your 
own Brethren! Did you not underttand all this while that we were a!l 
agreed ! and that wearc fonear related, that we may ſhake hands! Why 
will you necds murder us and our Families for our Religion ſake, when 
we are as much or within a {mall matter as much Papilts as you? I am 
afraid I ſhall ncver be able to perſuade neither the Pope, nor his Jeſuits, 
that we of the Church of England arc fuch Fricnds of Popery, as you 
my Non-Contorming Brethren would have us to be, Tthall be rather 
able to make them take us for Turks and Fews, than Roman Catholicks. 
Whercfore then will you needs accule us fo talſely againtt all cquity 
and probability ? What do-you find of Popery in us and our Church ? 
Is it the Government by Bithops and their Suffragans ? It is poilible 
that this Order «ſtabliſhed in our Church may give. occalion to the 
weakes ſort to look upon us near a kinin this reſpe, becauſe they are 
wiſtaken in the Notion of Popery, and in the chief and fſential pro- 
pcrtics of that Religion. God forbid thatall Monarchical Government 
in Gods Church on Earth, ſhould be Popith and Antichrittian. Thcn 
we mult include the Primitive Churches ſzled by the Apoltles in 
Aſia, and the Eaſt, under the Government of Bithops, to be Popith allo. 
Thcn the Grecian Church under the Patriarch ot Conftantinople, The 
Egyptian under the Arch-Biſhop of Alexandria, and the Antiochian, and 
eruſalem Churches, and generally all the Churches of Chrilt in Cont a::- 
tine's days and fince, were Popiſh. Nay, all the Fathers, St. Cyprian, 
St. Anſtin, St. Ambroſe, St. Chryjoftom, were : 
Papitts as well as we and onr Biithops, by that mer. ad Macceb. & Aug. in 
reaſon. For all their Churches were gover- Plalm 4s. 
ned by Bithops, and a Monarchical Authority. 
The Catviiſts allo whom you ſay are your nearcſt Brethren, are allo 
Papilts, it this reaſon were good, for they with that they m1ght have 
Biſhops to govern them in their reformed Churches, and that it could 
conſt with their ſafety in the midii of their Enemies, to have the ſame 
form of Government, as we have hexe in this Land. Examijn but their 
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[.ctters mcntioncd by Dr. Drrel, and a Letter of Peter Martyr to Beza. 
at the end of his Common-places at his return from the Aſſembly ot 
Porſſy concerning the Biſhop of Troye in France, 

P:ttr Martyr, pag. $01, who cmbraccd the Protctiant Religion, and 
was univerſally reccived and acknowledged 

by all the Calvinuts in his Diocets, Minitters and others, as their Lord 
+nd Bilbop. And you will have no cauſe to think them to be Enemies 
o8 Epilcopacy, as the Papilis and you would perſuade us, tor divers ends. 
But thcrc is a vali diftexence m the point of Ghurch-Government, be- 
rween the Papilts and us. They render Homage to the Pope as the 
S.pream Loxd of the Church on Earth, we acknowledge none but 
Chrilt, and under him our Lawtul Sovcreign. They dittcr from us 
much in their Epiſcopal Laws which favour of Tyranny, and arc nct 
lo conducing to the Retormation of mens manners, and the good ot 
Chrittianity as ours. The Name, Prerogatives and Honours of the Pu- 
pith Bithops, arc tor the molt part yet continued to our Protetiant Pre- 
lates, by the liberality ot our Religious Kings, And is this the caulc 
that you acculc them ot Popery ? Do their Honors and Riches grievc 
you ? Are you diſpleaſcd to fce the Rulers of aur Church appear with 
decency, ſplendor, and the refpect ot their Country. I am per{waded 
that if the Kings Majcelty would take trom them their Lard(hips, thcir 
Eitatcs and Dygnitics, and fend our Biſhops amongſt you to beg their 
bread, as the Mendicant Fryers of Rome: though then they would bc 
much more like the Papitis, than they arc at preſent you would ſcarce 
cake the pains toaccuſe them tor being Popithly aftected. But I have 
this Charitable opinion of you my Non-Contorming Brethren, that 
you would never have thought to accuſe our Biſhops and their Church 
Government of Popery, had not the Jcſuitical Party, that inlinuatc 
amongſt you, minded you of it tar their own ends 3 and out of a 
diſpleaſure to ſee the excellent Order, Decency and Splendor of our 
Church tree trom the abominations of Idolatry, and [their Monkiſh 
ablurditics. . 
But that you may not be {o ſoon miſtaken, my Brethren, in a matter of 

{o great a moment as Popery and Superltition is : I befecch you to un- 
dcrttand what Popery 1s, and what not, that you may not be focalily 
coſencd and impoſed upon by your Encmics and ours in this Nation. 
Popery comprehends all thoſe Hereties and rm oy which the 
Popc and the Court of Rome, have dclivercd as Articlcs oft Faith : Ww 
which 
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which the Popes Authority, or rather Tyranny is eltablithed in th< 
World, contrary to Gods Word and Glory, and the Salvation of mens 
Souls. According to this definition, it our tirft Retormers had reraincd 
the abuſes of Popery, the Tranſubltantiaton, Purgatory, Images, th. 
Mcrits of Saints, Indulgences, Pardons, and ſuch hke tollics, not war- 
rantcd but contrary to Chrilt's Doctrines and Chriſtianity : you might 
then accuſe us with reaſon, ot being guilty oft Popery. Bur (hall we tor 
our Contormity to Chrilts Commands, and the Primitive Church in 
Diſcipline and Government, be acculed by you of Popery, and Aanti- 
chriſtianiſm., What is there in our Government or Church, that tcnds 
to promote the Popes Intereſt ? or to draw men away from Chritt, and 
our dependency upon him and his merits ? It ſomething ot the Civil 
Power be intruſted in the hands ot our Bulhops, I hope none of you will 
preſurne to appoint our Wiſe Princes, and Parliaments, whom they arc 
to ſettle in Authority under them. That proceeds {trom our Princes 


Will, who is Gods Vicegerent amongſt us. 
For our Articles, our Catechiſm, our Rubrick and way of Worſhip, 


Encmies of Popery ? and which their molt Judicious Divincs embrace 
as molt conſonant with Faith and Picty. Scarch into cvery thing Aty- 
thorized in the Church of England, and let the molt retined Son! a1:d 
quickeſt Eye, tcll us under what Ceremony, or in what Article ot our 
Faith, or in what corner of our Rubrick, or in what part of our Devo- 
tions, they perceive any Colour of Popilh Superſtition, I dare a#irm:;, 
and willl engage to prove, that moſt of our Non-Conformilis arc far 
more Superttitious and Popith in their Beliet and Practice, than ary in 
the Church of England. In thoſe particulars in which your Contor- 
mity is required, What 1s there of Popery, of Superliition, or contrary | 
to Reaſon or good manners For it there be nothing to be cxceprcd 
againlt z Why will you not Joyn with us your Brethren? You cannor 
be angry with Set Forms in general, becauſe Chritt our Saviour re- 
commended one to us, as an Excellent Pattern to draw ours >», You 
| may 
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nay bc diſpleaſcd at the reading of our Prayers, but if you will thuc 
your Eycs they may {ccm to you as good,as if they had been pronounced 
memoriter, Orievenot to hear the ſame requelts offered up, and loath 
not the fame Prayers which you hcar ſo often, becauſe you arc pinchcd 
with the ſame neceſhties cvery day, and ltand in nced of the fame God, 
2nd thc ſame Blcthngs : and theretore may we offer up the ſame Prayer, 
In the matter of our Praycrs, it any of you will ſhew us any thing con- 
trary to Gods Will cr Word, we will corrc& and dath it out. Benot 
cfkcnded at the Croſs in Baptiſm, this was pra&tiſed in Chrilts Church 
before ever Popery was known in the World, and is a ligniticant lign 
uled by the Frimitive Chrittians, to cmbolden and cncomage us bc- 
timCcs to wear and receive the marks in our bodies, of Chriits Holy Re- 
ligion. Be not offended at our outward Reverence, which we expreſs 
at the mentioning of the Name of Feſus : as we will not condemn you 
that cmit this reſpect, judge not us that obſerve it, nor any othcr 
outward Aion of the Aſſiſtants, will not be laid to your charge in th: 
Publick Scrvicc of God, it you intend only Gods Honour. I know that 
mccr Formality too vilible in many of our Contormilts, and their appa- 
rent Contempt of the outward Devotions, diſcovercd in their Actions 
and Behaviour, is a diſcredit to our Worlhipping of God, and a diſcou- 
ragement of our difſenting Brethren. As therefore they thould take 
hccd how they lay ſuch ſtumbling-blocks in their way, the others ſhould 
rcimiember not to interpret every thing at the worlt ſence, and not to be 
diitalicd at the excellent Prayers of our Church, bccauſe of the pro- 
phancſs ot ſome perſons that allilt at, or ought to bc patterns of our 
Devotion and Picty. Likewiſe in the renouncing of the Covenant, 
why wilt thou be ſo ſcrupulous, or rather hcadſirong, to maintain obſii- 
nately the lawfulneſs of that which the Kings Majelty, and the Wiſe 
Council of our Nation, have pronounced to have been an unlawtul 
Oath, impuſcd upon the Subjects againli the known Laws of the Land. 
Have not we ſuthciently ſcen the wicked ſequels of this Engagement, or 
Combination ? The Fruits that this Tree hath born, dcclare {ufhcicntly 
tie Naturc of it, We need not the Verdict of our Religious Governors, 
to underliand it to have been an unjutt Action, contrary to our Laws 
and Libertics : for wc have (cen our (elves deprived thereby ot both, by 
thoſe very perſons who required it trom us. VWhy mult we yet continue 
in our miltakes? Neither are the words of the rcnunciation ſo ſtrict, 
but that avy good Chriſtian, who intcnds but to demean bimfclt 
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quictly in the Goverrunent, may abyure che Covenant m the manner 
appointed, for we do but ſay that there lies no obligation upon vs, or 
any other, to cauſe any ſtirs, rebellion or tumult, in Church or State. 
Did you thercfore undcrfiand what is dcfired from you, I cannvi 


think but that cvery one of you, that is a good Chrittian, would rea- 


dily comply with {0 moderate a reconciliation. 

But this Abjuration concerns only thole perſons of you, that enter 
into Officcs and Employments in the Kingdom. And it is all the 
reaſon in the world, that ſuch as arc intrutied with any publick Charge, 
ſhould promiſe, not to caule any diſturbance in that Government, in 
which they are employed, and by which they arc ſecured and their 
Eiſtatcs from Invaſion. Why muſt we be fo fond of a Scotch contri- 
vance, put into their heads by Richeliex and the Jelyſts, whom he 
{cnt over purpolely to overthrow the Glory of the Protctiant Religion 
in Exrope, the Epiſcopacy of the Church of England ; and to catt us 
into a confuſion, in revenge of our afliiing them. of Rochel againſt 
thcir Prince. 

It may be the whitenefs of thc Surplice offends thy weak Stomach, 


or Conſcience and keeps thee at a dittance from our way of Worthip. 


But confider,my Brother or Siſter, that Religion contitts not in colours, 
and wcaring of Apparel: It concerns not thy Soul, if thou wearett in 
Gods Service, White, Black, Green, Ycllow or Rcd. lt thou hadfi 
not a prejudice againft this Garment, ic would pleaſe thee as well as 
Black Gowns, and Cloaks with Capcs. Butis it not a fad tign that 
{ych a trivial matter ſhall cauſe thee to caſt off all reſp: to thy God. 
and the Authority of thy Governours; and becautc 01 a decent 
colour and habit, which thou doti but fancy to be unbeſeeminz, thou 
{halt rctuſe all Communion and Correſpordency with tity Brethren 
on Earth. and I am atraid in Heaven two: For 

they ſhall be all cloathed in white Garments Rev. is. 14. Cha. ith. 4, 55 
as Prielts and Prophets,to offer up continually, £<#p. vi. 11. 

the Sacrinccs of thcir Praiſes to Gud. 

In thort, for I am alhamcd to mention and mind you, my Non- 
Contorming Brethren, of the uſual Objections againti us and our 
Contormity, and the Childiſh cauſes allkedged by tome of you tor, your 
lianding at a difiance from us, and xtifing all Religions correlpon- 
dency with 115. I beſcech you weigh them all inequal Scales, without 
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partiality or prejudice, and you will tind no reafon to rctuſe Confor- 
maty with us. I detirc you to conſider, that if your Childrcn and Scr- 
vants in your Familics, did brecd a diſturbance amongſt themſelves 
upon ſuch weak grounds, and for ſuch flight cauſes, did cntertain 
quarrcls and diſputes, to the diſquicting ot your Houſes z would not 
you ſ:cka remedy with a Rod, to take them more peaceable, and 
would not you diſmiſs {uct unruly Servants, and take in others of a 
quieter diſpotition ? Would you nor endeavcr to litkence their baw- 
lng, and when they canton in your Familics, and divide it into 


parties in Contempt ot your Authority and Commands, would you 
not (eck to bring, them together, and oblige them by fume way, to ® 


reunite in One ? This is the caſe of Chritts Church among, us in 
Eryland, 1 look upon the Presbytcrian and Independents chicfly 

with tome other of the more moderate Non-Contormitts, to bc our 

Brethren, bclonging to the fame Family, Chritt our Lord. tor our 

þ aith and Rcligion is the ſame in cttect, moſt part of our differences 
arc but trivial, childith and unreaſonable, about ſuch things which 

concern not the honor ot the Lord ot the Family, nor the publick 
intereſt, good, and preſervation ot it ; when ccnlidercd im themſelves, 
And it there be any diftcrence in our Religion between thum and us, 
it is in ſuch mwattcrs as may be cabily reconciled when well fitted our, 
and are not of an abfolutc neccthty to- the Salvation ot mens Souls. 
Our happinels depends not upon poliurcs, geltures, garments, co- 
Yours; torms. cioffes, {urplices; and other fuch hke things which are 
indifferent in themſelves, and were they mot enjoyncd, might as 
wcll be omitted as obſervcd. It is therefore athame tor you to cuarrcl 
and break the Peace ot Chriſt's Family, I mean his Church, about 
{ach Trities, No doubt but our wiſe Saviour will take ſome courſe 
ſpcedily, to diſcover to vs our error, and chaltile us for ſuch unrea- 

.tonable diſlenjtions in tuch matters, as we may. eafily comply with 
one another. I know your common Objection apainſi us is, that 

in regard ſuch Obſcrvances, Cuſtoms, and Ceremonies, that brecd a 

difference between us, are but trivial in them(clves, they ſhould not 

be impoſed upon you with that (iriftnels. In Anſwer to this, I-in- 

treat thee, my Brother, to conſider three things : hrlt, that'a Con- 

tormity to one way, one rule and manner in this Church is abſolutely 

neceſſary, tor how unbeleeming, a thing it 1s, that one Congreya- 
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tion (hould practiſe one thing, another act i another manner , ore 
Minuter wear green, another yellow, another black, anothcr gray, 
another white. It in one. place were all tiging, in anothcr all 
preaching, in another all praying. How ridiculous would our 
Church appcar to all the forcign Nations, it theſe things were al- 
lowed by Authority ? It is thercfore moſt certain that ene way and 
one worthipping our God, is abſolutely necdtul and becoming the 
wiſdom of our Nation. Sccondly, conlider that the way and method 
eltablithed by the Governours in Church and State, is not to be re- 
terrcd to the humor of cvery fancy,or of every difſatished and private 
perſon : and that it is very rcaſonable in ſuch cafes, as all acknow- 
ledge indifterent in them(clves, when one way is to be choſen, and 
others rejected, to take that which the publick Authority approves 
ot, and agrees with thcir Judgment and Piety, whom God hath 
cliabliſthcd over us, aud whoſe office it is to appoint ſuch things tor 
us to obſcrve and obey. Thirdly, confider that trivial and indif. 
terent things when ttamped by the Authority of the Nation, ceaſe to 
be ſo, and become neceflary to be obſerved. That which is indif- 
{crent in it (clt, and buta trifle, is a greater invitation to you to 
practiſcit, and renders your ftitncſs more inexcuſable, but in regard 
it is commanded by Authority, I am bound to obey. The indif- 
terency ceaſcth, and I ſhould think it a crime, and a breach of Gods 
Law, Of Obeying the Magiſtrate for Conſcience ſake, If in things in- 
diffcrent I preferred mine own partial humor, to the Commands of 
my Prince and Governors. And wonder not it they require fo 
tirily thine obedience and mine to theſe orders,becauſe in this licen- 
tious Age, men of corrupt deſigns take any liberty to diſpute again(t 
Authority, and contemn its injunctions, under the pretence of Reli- 
gion and Conſcience. And becauſe this way and mcthod fecms to 
them the wiſelt, whom God hath appointed over us to preſcribe it, 
in the worlhiping of God and moſiiagreeable with Gods Glory, and 
the Nations Honor, Credit, and Advantage : Therefore there can 
be no Superlſiition in them, to require our exadt obcdicnce to all the 
Rules which they judge to be jult and belt befitting our Picty, and 
in us to yicld it in things indifferent in themſelves, as ſome fooliſhly 
KNAgin. 
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In all other matters which give youa diſtaſt, I know none but 
may be comprehended under this notion, and be looked upon as 
trivial and indifterent in themſelves. The deſigned compendioul- 
nels of this Seaſonable Advice (uffers me not to examin them all, nor 
to weigh all the objections that you are wont to make in juſtitication 
ok your Non-Contormity. But tor thoſe that rclatc to our Praycrs and 
publick Liturgy : I reter you my Chriltian Brethren to a ſmall trea- 
tiſe now in the Preſs called the Chritians Devotions and Diretiory in 
theſe dangerous times, whertcin I have labourcd to clear and blow away 
al} thofe mitts that hide the truth trom your difcovery, and to give 
vans fatistying xealons for 'our practice, and for your beneht, with 
:hrcEtions how you fhall be able to prevail upon your averſencls, and 
oring, your felves to reccive a real and an inward comtort trom our 
way of worlhipping. Unto the peruſal of chat Treatife; I refer all 
thote that would reccive better fatistaction in matters diſputcd a- 
:110ngjt us. | 

Contormity, kccording,to the Laws of the Land, is plainly requi- 
rcd from every perſon. To fect up theretore Meeting Places in oppo- 
{ition to Authority, and the Ettablithed Scrvice of God is an appa- 
rant breach of thele Laws. To haunt and frequent them under a 
pretence of recetving many Soul-comtorts from the Learned and 
Godly Scrmons, and Excrciſcs of Piety, in thoſe prohibited Aﬀſern- 
blies: 15 not warrantable in the Minittcr nor his Auditory, accor- 
ding to the Laws of the Nation. To withdraw from the Service of 
God under Epiſcopacy, and to leave oft the Afſembling with our 
Neighbours in our ordinary Churches : To forbear from Prayers, 
the Sermons of our Common Teachers, and the receiving of the 
Lords Supper, and the other Acts of Non-Conformity are likewiſe 
breaches ot thcke Laws of mcn, cftablifſhed by the Lawtul Authority 
of the Nation, by the King and Parliament, and are fo wcll known 
:0 beſo, that I ſhall not ofter to prove it. 

The greateit Queliion is, Whether theſe proceedings of the Non- 
Contormilts, be againtt Gods known Laws? 1 doubt not but they 
will all acknowledge that the falſe Accuſations, the wicked Sur- 
miles, the flanderous Reports, and the pretended Crimes of Super- 
{tition, Idolatry, and their other uncharitable Cenfurcs of us and our 
Worlhip, by which we arc. diſcredited, Gods Holy Name abuſed, 
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and the tinccrity and integrity of our Chriftian Governovrs and 
practices, miſreprcſcnted, are contrary toGuds Law, The halt not 
bear falſe witneſs againſt thy Neighbour, It is 
2 great injuſtice for them in hopes of ad- Exod. xx 74. xxxiv. 
vancing the intcrcli of rhetr Sccts, to miſcon- 13. 140+ 11. ſal. x. 18. 
{true vur aCtions,to taltcn upon us Crimes, to 
cndeavour to difcredit us and our Protection 3 tor belides the wro:p 
done to us their brethren, thcy blind the eyes, and Icad into error 
and mittakes, many poor ignorant and well meaning Souls, where- 
by true Religion is flighted, and Faction and Schiſm kept up, to the 
dctiruction of many pertons, and thc dithonour of our Reformation 
and Church, 

But their other prafticcs though never fo well coloured in the 
eyes of men with pious pretences, are contrary to Gods Laws as 
well as mans Decrees. That this may better appear to you : contider 
theſe following and undeniable Truths, gathered out of Holy Scri- 

enre, 

: [. That itis the duty of every Chriſtian, to feck as well as to pray 
for the Peace of Gods Church. Pſalm cxxu. 6, To endeavor to be 
at peace with all that profeſs Chriſtianity in Truth. 1 Thefſe v. 13, 
That peace is a precious Jewel, which we ought carefully to {eek and 
to preſerve. I Pet. iii. 11. That we ({hould abliain from all thoſe 
practices that diſturb our Brethrcns Peacc. Mark, v. 50. That we 
' thould follow after the things that make for Peace. Rom. xiv. 19. 
That it is the property of heavenly wiſdom, to be peaceable, gentle, 
calic to be entreated, tull of mercy and good fruits, without partiality. 
and without hypocrite. Famer iii. 17. And many other paſlages, 
call us to mind in all our actions, the peace and publick quiet of the 
Church and People where we live. Now that Non-Conformity 
| hath bcen the fad occalion of much dilturbance in this Nation. ot 
[\ Tumults and War, and that it continues to diflociate our minds and 
interclts one from another, to the general unquietneſs of this poor 

Church, is that which none can well deny, 

II. That all unncceflary and avoidable attions and proceedivgs, 
whereby {trite, debates, envy, hatred, malice and variance, are en- 
tertaincd among(t men, are contrary to Gods Laws, and the Blefſed 
Rules of the Goſpel. That teachcth to be like minded one towards 


another 
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inothcr, chiefly in matters ot Religion, Row. xv. 5, To conlult 
1m all our Actions, Love, Mercy and Charity, one towards another. 
Fobn Xitt. 34. Which teaches us to ſupprels all diftatts, and to lindy 
to advance the univerlal unity ot the Chriſtians, amongſt whom we 
live, 1 Fohn tit. 1. and to abſtain trom all actions whereby diftcr- 
ences are maintained. 1 Cor. Xill. 4, 5, 6. 

II. That we are tocomply with all Rulcs, Ritcs and Ccremo- 
nies cltabliſhed in the Church, it they be not dircetly againkt Gods 
Glory, or the Salvation ot Mcns Souls : or, it they be not expreily 
torbidden in Gods Holy Word, or contrary to it. This is confirmed 
to us by Chriſts own Example, who conformed to the harmlels and 
idittcrent Injundions of Men, to avoid all ſingularity 3 tor in the 
Celcbrating, ot the Paſchal Lamb, he cat it not ſtanding as Moſes 
commanded, but lying down upon a Couch, Matth. xxvi. 20, Mark 
xiv. 18. Hecauſed a Hymn to be ſung, which was a Jewith Ordi- 
vance. Chritt alſo conformed himſelt to the Synagogue-Worſhip 
cliabliſhed amongſt the Fews by an Human Authority, which our 
Bleſſcd and peaceable Saviour was {0 far from _— that he 
expreſly tells his Diſciples, that they who had made that Ordinance 
fit in Moſcs Seat, all therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 
and do. Matth. xXiii. 2, 3, And in many other particulars of as 
high an importance as theſe which cauſc you, my Non-Contorming 
Brethren, to ſeparate from us, this Divinc Saviour teacheth you by 
his good Example, to avoid fingularity, to obſerve the Rules and 
Orders appointcd in the place where you live 3 and not for ſuch mat- 
ters as endanger not in themſelves your Salvation, to caule that di- 
tturbance that will intallibly indayger the Churches Peace and Unity, 
and bcget in your Souls thoſe pathons, vices and diſtempers, which 
arc not agreeable with our Chriſtian Religion, and preſent interct, 
or our tuture hopes of Salvation. 

IV. That all diſobedience to the Magiſtrate in things not con- 
trary to Gods Word and Will, is unlawtul and forbidden by S. Pau, 
Rom. Xili. 1, 2. Let every Soul be ſubject wnto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God : the powers that be, are ordained of God. 
I hoſoever therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiteth the ordinance of God : and 
they that refit. ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. A patlive obedi- 
ence is not tuthcicnt wherc an active is required, and mav ayd ought 
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to be yiclded. And thoagh you do not actually rctili at preſent thc 
Civil Magiltratc, all Non-Contormity 1s a kind of reiiftance ; take 
hecd therefore that by this oppolition, you render not your {clvcs 
liable tothe Curſc,and fo deſerving the Damnation that is {o ſevercly 
threatned, In the third Chapter to Titus, verl(e the hit, he delires him 
to put his people in mind to be fubject to Principalitics and Pow- 
ers, to obey Magiitratcs, and to be ready to every good work, And 
to the Hebrews St. Paul tpcakcth more pertincntly to our purpolc, 
Obcy them that have rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, tor they 
watch for your Souls, as they that may do it with joy and not with 
gricf, for that is unprofitable for you. And St. Peter, 1 Epitt. Chap. ii. 


verſ, 13. calls upon you, to ſzwbmit your ſelves to every Ordinance of 


Man without the cxception or diltinction of Givil or Ecclctialtical 
mattcrs, and that for the Lords ſake, whether to the King as Syprear:, 
or unto Governors, for ſo 1s the IWill of God, Arc theſe Commands ct 
any forcc or Authority with you my Brethren? Are you not there- 
by rcquircd to Conform to the Laws, Rules, and Conftitutions of 
Gods Church amongſt us, enjoyned by Anthority ? are not thele 
Ordinances of Mcn which you ought to ſubmit to ? Therctorz 
none of you can refuſe an obedience to them, without violating 
Gods Laws, and breaking the Sacred Rulcs of the Goſpel. I could 
inliance many other Examples, Precepts, Commands and Entrea- 
tics, out of Gods Holy-Word dirccted to you, to with, require, and 
delire you tobe at Unity and Conformity with us your Brethren, 


* eſpecially in the Publick Worlhip of God; and to ſet alide all-preju- 


dice and partiality, whereby you are hindered from ſeeing and em- 
bracing the Truth. . Whatis it therefore that keeps us at ſuch a di- 
{tance ? Is it vour Conſciences? How can your Conſcicnces oppoſe 
Gods: Word and Will? Is it Conſcience that obliges you to bc irxc- 
gular in your practices, and rejcct us as Prophane and Idolatrous, who 
labor in all rc{pe&ts, to be contormable to the Holy Precepts of the 
Goſpel? ls that Conſcience in a word that teacheth you to be diſos 
bedicnt tothe Laws of God and Man? And to breed a dititourbance 
in a Church and Kingdom tor ſuch frivolous and idle matters, to the 
encouraging of-our Enemies againſt us, to conſpire the xuin of our 
King and Countrey ? For Gods ſake as well as tor your .own ſakes, 
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not your ſelves, and think not to dcccive God and man with ths 
childiſh and empty excuſe. Let me tcil you what I conceive to be 


the truc cauſes ot your obſtinate Non-Contormity to the Church ot 


Eng/an4, tor the reaſons commonly alledged of Conſcience, of Po- 
pcry, Superſtition, and the unjuſtinablencſs of our Government and 
Liturgy by Gods Word, arc but mcerpretences and empty exculcs, 
to cozen the weaker fort, and to colour thelc tollowing cauſes of our 
unreaſonable Non-Contormity, in the Eves of the World. 


CHAP. IV. 


The true cauſes why moſt part of onr diſſenting Brethren will 
not joyn with us in the Worſhip of our God, enquired into. 
In what particulars our differences chiefly conſiſt, and 
their grand Objedion, Anſwered. 


T is the uſual cuſtom of all malccontents, to pretend one thing, and 
to intend another, and to veil over the foulett Actions with the 
moſt glorious covering, in imitation of the grand Impoſtor who ap- 
pears to us commonly in the garb of an Angel of Light. Thus Korahb 
and his rebellious Confederates, who ſcparatcd themſelves from Moſes 
and his Congregation, pretended the Peoples Holincfs and Privi- 
Icdge, and the Rulers Tyranny, tor their dividing from them. Thus 
Abſalom's Ambition was veiled over with a delire of doing jultice 
more carefully toGods People, and freeing them from a tedious At- 
tendance at David's Court. Thus Feroheam the wicked Son of Ne- 
bat pretended the eaſe of the People tor his Idolatrous Worſhip, Thus 
the Quakers, Fifth-Monarchy, Anabaprtiits, and many ot the worſer 
fort of Separatiſts, whoſe Souls and Underfiandings God hath 
given over toa ſtrong ſpirit of delution, to believe Lics and to work 
Abominations. have their cxcuſcs tor their own follies ard errors. 
and to juſtifie their leaving ot us. But theſe I judge tor the molt 
part to be in ſo deſperate a cafe, that without a Miracle of Gracc, it is 
not poſſible to ſnatch them out of the «laws of that commanding 
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Spirit that governs them. This advice is dehigncd tor the peruſal of 
a more ms ſort, and of more reaſonable Souls, more tractable 
and ſociable, who embrace the ſame Faith with us, and expect the 
ſame Salvation by the ſame means, the Merits ot Chritt and good 
Works. Theſe alſo have their plcas and excuſcs to hide that which 
15n0t juſtifiable by Gods Word and right Reaſon, Their no: Conform- 
mg with us in the ſervice of God and Duties of Religion. But whatever 
be their pretence, theſe arc the true cauſes of their obttinacy, and our 
unhappinels. 

The tir{t and chictelt are Prejudice and Partiality, proceeding, from 
Education, a long cuſtom in, and an acquaintance with that irrcgular 
way, which they arc ſo fond of. Theſe arc wont (trangely to prepoſlets 
mens minds, and blind their judgments againtt the moſt apparent 
diſcoverics of Truth. The late Uſurpation and Anarchy in the 
Church, let in another Government, and other Orders, unto which 
many that are accuſtomed, cannot fo readily prevail upon themſelves 
to cmbrace, what they tancy to be contrary, chictly in ſo delicate a 
bufincſs as Religion, in which their tinccrity makes them conſtant 
and faithful to the mcaneſt circumitance. But I would cntreat you 
my Brcthren to reCtihe your miſtakes by a diligent enquiry, for we 
dctire you not to forſake your Religion, but to profeſs the ſame ac- 
cording to that moſt excellent manner, that the Wiſelt and moſt 
Religious Governours of our Kingdom, have thought fitting to 
preſcribe to us. Search into our Bclick and Practices, and ce that 
WC agree as well as you with the Holy Records of Gods Word, we 
have the ſame Faith,the ſame Sacraments the ſame God and Saviour. 
the ſame initiation, ard we are deligned tor the fame End and Glo- 
ry, what a pitty it is that we ſhould be divided in the way ! Beſides. 
all the occalions of your prejudices proceed from mittakes, and mil- 
apprehenſions of us. Therctore tor the prevention of this evil, take 
not things too much upon trutt, but give your (clvcs the ſatisfaGtion 
to ecxamin our Way, and the reaſons we give tor that which you ob- 
zcct againſt us 3 converſe with us in our Devotions,.and think not 
that you thall be dehiled to pray with us to the fame God. It your 
tcndcr Confciences will ſufter you to hearken to reaton, and to aſloci- 
atc your {clves with us in our Public Worthip: I am perſuaded that all 
prejudicc and partiality will ſoon vanith at the clcar Sun-thine of the 
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Goſpel preached.and lincercly taught amongſt us. You ought therefore 
to be jealous of that which ſeems to be your Conlcience, which is to 
the moſt part nothing, but Humor,ſtrengthned by a long continuance. 
And if your Conſcicnce hath becn wrought upon toact againſt truth, 
good manners, the glory of God, and intcrclt of Chriltian Religion, 
you mult labor by Praycr,and the aſſiſtance ot others of your more en- 
lightned Brethren, to tind out the miitakcs of your deccived Conſci- 
encc, For I cannot conceive but that many of the well meaning pco- 
rl: amonglt y&t, arc governcd by their Confcicnccs, and trighted 
with ſecret remorſes from the jultctt actions agreeable to Gods will 
2nd word. For when an invetcrate prejudice hath poſlceiled the Souls 
i men, it blinds their judgments, it hardcns their hearts, it tireng- 
thens their reſolutions, and cauſcth Conſcicnce it (elt tofooth them 
up in their Error, So that they are not cally reconciled to the moti 
apparcnt Truths. An Example we have in the Phariſces of old, 
whoſe obſtinacy in oppoling Chritt and his Goſpel is molt remark- 
able; as theretore this plea is not allowed by Gods word in ſuch 
caſes, I would adviſe every good Chritian to have {ome other rca- 
{on ready for his Actions, than bare and naked Conſcience, which is 
fo apt todeceivec our (clvcs and others in this corrupt Age, 

11. Others of the tunpler and more hypocritical fort, are kept in 
their Non-Conformity, by an inclivation to ſ1agularity, and a detire 
co gain the reputation of bzing more preciſe and more rcligious than 
their other Neighbours 3 as it that were the only way to ſecm rclipi- 
ou5 to men. tocalt ot all rcſpets to the Religion ot the Countrey ; as 
if they had no other mcans tv purchaſe this citcem, but by their con- 
tempt of the ordinary Acts of Devotion, and of the Society in Gods 
worihip, of the common pcople. This folly is cntertained by too 
many of thoſc, who have more regard to the outward garb, than to 
che inward rzality, and a1c more atraid of dehling thcmfclves with 
o:hcr mens tins than ther own, Thee pretend the wickednels ot 
the times. the viciouinets of tuch as aflitt at Praycrs, and publick 
Ags of Picty : and it may be the Mintticrs weakncls in manners 
and abilities, as jult cauſes of cheir {cparation from us , however they 
think thereby to anſwer their end, to oblige others to look upon 
thun as more Holy and Angelical than tholc, whom they deſpiſe. 
whiles their kcartsarc tull of izatrcd, malice, envy, pride, vanity, and 

man. 
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many times you may PCrceive in them the Devil ot Hypocritre, that 
hath a worldly intereſt to manage by this tond conceit ot precifenels, 
with which the poor Soul cndcavors to deceive it felt and others, 
for that intent as the boalting Phariſce of the Goſpel. To cure this 
kind of Lunaticiſm in Religion. 1 would advilc the diltempercd to 
ſeck but into their own Souls, and unecritand themſclves better, and 
it may be they would find there more caule to lament at their own 
corruption,than to exclaim againſt the viciouſnels of others ; I would 
adviſe them to take heed of being More ſevere againlt their fintul 
Brethren than God, and to conſider that by partaking with the 
vilelt of men in Holy Duties, thou art not partakers of their neg}t- 
gence, prophaneſs, and other Crimes, unlefs thou tollowelt their 
vicious Examples: That thy Piety and Humility will be {o much 
the more acceptable to thy God, and pleaſing to men ina publick 
Congregation, the more it excels the relt of the Aiſiſtants : That 
other mens unworthineſs fhould be fo far from ſcaring thee from 
performing thine obligations to God and his Church, that it ſhould 
animate thee the more with an inclination to promote Gods glory, 
and keep up his worſhip in the eyes of the world, with that due 
reſpe& and reverence, which other men neglect in their conſtant 
attendance upon this Holy Ordinance : And that it is a molt ridi- 
culous perſuation, to fancy thy (clt able to obtain the eftcem of Holy- 
neſs, by the omiſſion of the duties of Religion, and by a ſcorntul 
neglect of the incouragements of Holyneſs and Picty, 

II. Another cauſe of many of our Brethrens retuling a Confor- 
mity with us in our worſhipping of God, is a too zcalous affeRion 
tor a Party, or for the Name ot a Party unto which they have devoted 
themſelves. This tactious humor procecds out of ſome diſpleaturc 
conceived againlt us, our perſons' or our way, or out of a propentity 
tor that Party which they embrace in oppolition to us. 4 many +» 
times they are ſo fond and blind, that they give not themſelves the 
trouble to examin the differences between us, but rcſolutely embrace 
Presbytery or Independency, and addict themſelves to theſe empty 
names for no other cauſe nor reaſon, but becauſe they have an incli- 

- nation tor the Sect, or only tor the Name of the Sect. I dare appeal 
to the judgmcnt and inquiry of the more reaſonable perſons amongſt 
them,*whether this be not the cauſe of the ſeparation of many trom 
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as ? Tam perſuaded that'moſt of them know no real difference be- 

tween us and them, but 'only in the outward form and garb ; they 

underſtand not what Presbytery and Independency are, and yet 
they are in appearance ſuch rigid Presbyterians and Independents in | 
their outward bchaviour, that by no means will they be perſuaded p 
to comply with us in the leaſt punctilio. Theſe are commonly 
the greatelt Enemies of Unity, who are thus led on by blindneſs and 
ignorance. They are the moſt mnreconcileable flanderers of our 
Worthip and Government 3 upbraiding us with the Minilters vici- | 
ouſncl;, the Peoples tormality, and other trivial matters, which diſ- = 
cover more hatred than reaſon, in their carriage to. To this 

kind of Non-Contorming Brethren, whom St. P.zl checks for their 

carnality, I recommcnd that Chriſtian moderation, which the ſame 

Apoli!e withes to the Corinthians and his other Diſciples, and to re- 

member that their turious Devotion tor their ſeveral parties, agrecs 

not with that Devotion, which they ſhould have tor Peace, for Rcli- 

gion, for their Chriſt and his Intcrelt. That their cfpouling of a | 
Fadctior, divorces them trom this good Saviour, and renders their | 
Souls unfit for a Communion with him here, or hereatter. And 

that they ſhew themſelves to be the greatelt Enemics of Truth and | 
Concord, when they thus engage themſelves deſperately in the en- = | 
couraging of a Party, without underltanding the depth and deligns ; | 
of it. No doubt but it thcſe mcn had but as tincere an inclination 
tor Truth, and the Publick Peace, they would be as averſe to their 
Seets, as they are vow torwaid to promote the intcrelt of them, 

IV. Another fort are preingaged by a worldly intcreli, and kept 
from a compliance with us, tor tear of crotling or loting that ad- 
vantage which they reap from a Non-Conformity, or from their 
Acquaintance with the Non-Contorritts. Too many I underttand 
arc kept from hearkening to their Reaſon rand Knowledge, of the 
Lawtulncſs of our Wor(hip, and their Duty to God and Man , by 
that bewitching thing Seeming Intereit. But ſuch men value more 
their preſent profit than their tuture hopes, and pretcr the vanitics 
of the Earth, tothe unſpeakable advantages of Heaven, which they 
might reaſonably expect from an obedience toGods Laws. Their 
condition I reckon to be very deſperate; tor owever they may look 


upon this Sin with contempt, or think their rctuſal ot joyning with 
110 
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11s deſerves leſs blame, becauſe they fide with our Brcthren of the 
tame Rcligion, yet in regard that they ftand in oppolition to us, 
and divilton is thereby encouraged in Chritts Church : This their tin 
| cf Non-Conformity is ſo much the more hainous, becauſe they 
know thcir' Duty, and rctuſe to practiſe ir, tor fear of parting withan 
advantage which they might probably loſe, did they forlake their 
Faction and Party. I would intreat theſe men to weigh the words 
of our Saviour, dirccted toſuch Idolaters of worldly intcrett : He that 
denies me before men, him will I deny before my Father which is in Heaven. 
And to remember that Chrilt is ſeemingly denicd, when we rctuſe 
Communion with ſuch, whom we know to be real Chrittians. and a 
compliance with that Lawtul Worthip, which is agrecable with his 

Word and Will. 
V. Another hinderance to the Non-Contormity of ſome of the 
more Lcarned and Wiler fort, are thoſe who either think themſclves 
{oor defire to be fo cltcemed, is Shame. The thame and reproach of 
| the world, which they jultly deſerve tor complying too much with 
| the irregularitics of tormer times, cauſeth them to continue conſtant 
in their Errors, tor tear of contefling their guiltincſs by a change, 
though tor the better. I conceive that their judgments were then 


| over-rulcd by the Authority and Currant of the times, and perfwaded 
| to condemn that Government and Worlhip, which Rcbcllion was 

reſolved to pull down, being inſcntibly drawn in to tide with that 
| Enemy of our Laws and Liberties. Now therefore, that this ſame 


| Government and Worſhip is by Gods good providence recttablithed ; 
| they are aſhamed to conteſs their former weakneſs, to diſcover any 
unſerlcdncſs in their minds; they chooſe for this purpole rather to 
pc1lilt in their miltakes, than to acknowledge them by a recantation. 
Such men conlider not that obltinacy in Errors is a great aggravation 
of a Crime, and that to contirm now wiltully and reſolutely, in op- 
poſition to Law, and the dictates of their Conſcience, what the nc- 
ccility of the times forced them to ſubſcribe to, is a molt hainous ſin; 
near rclated to that of the Holy Ghoſt. However our Saviour Chrilt 
highly condemns ſuch men, m the Goſpel according to $. John, Ch. xii. 
verſ. 43. For loving more the fraife of men, than the praiſe of God. For 
having a greater regard tothe approbation ct their tormer diſciples, 
than to be approved ut by Gol, tor their ready compliance with 
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their duty and his Divine Laws. Truth is to be always acknow- 
l:dgcd by all the Diſciples of Truth, and may be denicd in little 
matters as well as in greatz but in matters of Religion, of the publick 
Peace, of the Service of God, and the Unity of Chriſts Church, 


every Truth is of a great importance 3 to ſtand ttifly in the denyal of 


it, to retuſe a compliance with it, to oppoſe it obttinately, and con- 
tinue in that oppoſition till death, is a wickedneſs that I judge to 
be unpardonable before God, as it is incxcuſable before men. Such 
perſons to ſave their credit, care not how they damn thcir Souls : 
and for fear of the reproach of men, run themſelves into the danger 
of fortciting their God and happineſs, together with their interc(i 
in his Church by a wilful ſeparation. I intrcat theſe my Brethren 
to take heed how they deny, or oppoſe that which they know to be 
Juſt or True, forthe God of Truth is a revenger of all oppoſition to 
it. A ſmall liberty that men give themſelves in an error or a vice, 
hardens them in it, and draws them inſcnfibly into greater and more 
hainous, and the longer mcn continue in them, the leſs able they arc 
to repent and amend. 

VI. Some of the wiſer ſort were firſt perſuaded to oppoſe the 
Church of Englaad, and to refuſe Conformity to its late eftabliſh- 
ment, becauſe they had been fierce and unadviſed difputcrs arid 
conterners of it,; during the late Uſurpation. And, now thcy 
would not comply, not ſo nwch for fear of reproach as the for- 


mer, but for tear of endangering the Faith of their diſciples, or 


tor fear of prejudicing their eſteem of Religion, !by ſhewing (o 
great a readineſs to comply with the timcs 3 tor they imagin that 
their p coplewill be apt to ſuſpect the truth of, Chriltianity, when 
thcy who are the chict Teachers of it, diſcover any unconliancy in 


the molt vilible part of it, which is Gods Publick Worthip. The appre- - 


henlion therefore of doing that which might bring an open ſcandal 
to Religion, prevailed upon ſome of the more conſcientious Teach- 
- ers, of the Presbyterian and Independent parties, to retule Confor- 
mity to the reeſtabliſhment of the Church of Englgnd. Thele ſeem 
to be more excuſable than any of the reti, becauſefſhei care of Re- 
ligion obliged them to refuſe a compliance, together with the miſiakes 
ot thcir Congregations, for though they found nothing in the Go- 


vcrnment of the Church by Bithops, and in the things enjoyned, 
but 
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but what they could readily embrace, as agreeing with Piety and 
good manners, and the exactelt Rulcs of Gods Holy Word : yet 
becauſe thoſe whoſe Souls and Conſcienccs, they were to have a re- 
gard to in all their actions, were prepoſleficd by the wickedncis of 
tormer times, with ſuch invincible miſtakes againtt this Church. 
that they could not be perſuaded out of them upon a ſudden ; if all 
their Teachers had forſaken them at the alteration of the Govcri;- 
ment, they might have indangerecd the intereſt of Religion in their 
Souls, and given them ſtrange prejudices againſt the Holineſs and 
Purity of Chriltianity, eſpecially in theſe prophane days, in which 
men arc too apt to imagin it only a Politick, Contrivance : and the 
rather they would have entertaincd this wicked conceit of Gods Re- 
ligion and Truth, it their Teachers, whom they looked upon as their 
Exampl.s of Picty, and men of great Learning for the moli part, 
{kould have entertained without any dcmur, choſe very things which 
they or others, but a tew ycars betore exclaiuncd againſt as impious 
and idolatrous, and were generally belicvcd to be fo. | The People 
who commonly take things upon truſt, without giving themſclvcs 
the time to,cxamin their miltakes, would have wondered to {ce 
men {o uncontiaut in their behaviour, (o changcable tor the preſenc 
ad vantagcs of lite, to cmbraceſ{uch ſecming iumpicties, repugnant to 
thcir blinded Conlciences. Therctore they thought they could do 
no Icſs thay comply with their Peoples weakneſs, rather than with 
the Authority of the Nation 3 and chictly becauſc their People cx- 
preſſed a willingnels to ſupply their neccthties by their liberal con- 
tributions. The Holy Apotilcs of our Saviour Chrilt, ſeemed to have 
been in the ſame caſe after the preaching ot the Goſpel, the Con- 
vertcd Fews were willing to embrace Chritt and his Doctrine, but 
the Laws of Moſes they were not willing to torſake, becaule they and 
their whole Nation had fo great a Devotion tor thoſe Ceremonies. 
w:iich they looked upon, to be perpetual and obligatory to their Na- 
tion, in regard of Gods Covenant : that they could not be induced 
to neglect them, though Chritt and his Apoliles had thewed them 
the intent of them all, which was but to keep them in expectation 
ot their Saviours coming, and the Revelation of the Golpel Myltcries, 
But when the Apotiles ſaw no poſlibility of drawing the Jews trom 


their M»ſaical 'Qblervanccs, they connived at tnem, who embraced 
Ciilit- 
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Chriſtianicy, and took that courſe which might turther their accep- 
tance of Chriſts Religion. So far were they trom difſuading them 
from it. that they themſclves yiclded to all ſuch obſervances, that 
they might not ſcandalize the reſt, though they were tully acquainted 
with thcir inſigniticancy. By this compliance with the Nations 
mittakes and the Peoples weaknels, which they were reſolved to 
continue till Chriltianity had gained a ſuthcient credit amongft 
them: they minded two things, Firſt, The _— of all Contro- 
vertics and diſſenfions, which might have riſen to dilturb the Pub- 
lick Welfare, from the Phariſees extraordinary Devotion tor their 
Law. Secondly, The taking away of that, which would have proved 
the greatcſi obltacle amongſt the _- to the progrels of Chrilts 
Rcligion, if its firſt reception had commanded them to forſake 
Moſes and his Ordinances, by which the Pricttly Order was main- 
tained in its ſplendor. But for the better encouragement of Chri- 
{tians, they ſuffered Moſes to uſher in Chritt, and the People to pro- 
fels Judaiſm and Chrittianity together, betore they would venture, 
to call them away from thoſe carnal Ceremonies, which ended at 
Chrilts Death and Paſſion. In procels of time, St. Pax! to the He- 
brews (hews them thcir emptineſs and infignihcancy, and adviſes 
th:m at laſt, to lcave the ſhadows, {ceing they enjoyed the Subttance 
and thc Body. 


I could heartily with, that as many of the Learned and Conſcicn- 


'tious Teachers as amongtt our Non-Contorming Brethren, have imi- 


tated the Apoliles in their compliance with the peoples weakneſs, 
for the avoiding of Scandal and Religions fake : would now at latt 
imitate them in their ſecond endeavors, to undeceive their pcople, 
now that they are all ſo well acquainted with us and our worthip by 
{cveral Diſputations 3 that none but thoſe whoſe Eyes are wiltully 
ſhut, can conceive any fuch uncharitable opinion of us , That we are 
Popith and Superſtitious in the Service of God. Now that they all 
{ce that the Pope creeps not in amongti them under our white Sur- 
plices, and is not hidden under our ſuppoſcd Altars, nor that our 
Religious Praycrs uther not in the Antichrittian Maſs. Now that 
the Holineſs of our Rcligion, the tignincancy ot our Cercmonics, 
the Integrity of our. Laws : Ina word the Excellency of our Church 
Ordcr and Worthip, arc vitible to all the Nation : It would become 
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the Wiſdom and Chriſtianity of thoſe Learned and Wiſe Teachers 
of the Presbyterian and Independent parties, to perfect what is al- 
ready begun, and to encourage an union with us. The ſame care 
of Religion which obliged them firlt to comply with their Peoples 
miſtakes, calls them now to perſuade them out ot them, lett thele 
miſtakes thould gangrene in their: Souls through their encourage- 
ment, and turn to the ſubverſion of 0.:r Church, and the Proteſtant 
Rcligion in this Nation. I am certain that now Chriſtianity and 
the Souls of theſe men, arc in greater danger through your compli- 
avce with them, my reverend Brethren, than they would be if you 
did gently dcal with them, to ſhew them the lawtulncſs of our praQi- 
ces and worſhip, and perſuade them by word and decd to joyn with 
the approved forms and eſtabliſhed Service of God in this Nation. 
For now thcir obftinacy is no longer weaknels but wiltulnels, no 
longer Conſcience but Refolution and Averltion. You know ſuffici- 
cntly how dangerous it is to nouriſh them up in an abhorrency ot 
Truth, and to encourage thern in a diſpleaſure againſt the Protcffors 
ot it, You know how contrary to the bicſſcd diſpoſition of Chritts 
Diſciples, thcir temper is, who are not to be reconciled with us and 
their own duty, by all the Reaſons and Commands of God and 
Man. You know, and may calily diſcover in your uſual hearcrs, it 
you pleaſc to give your ſ{clves the trouble, ſcveral wicked vices, as 
pride, {cItconceitednels, hypocritic, hatred. malice, envy, &c. which 
their Non-Contormity alone hath bred and nouriſhed in their Souls, 
You know that the bleſſed rules of the Goſpel, and the ſweet temper 
of Chrilts Religion, requires from you another diſpoſition, and other 
carriage than many of you, and moſt of your followers exprelt to us 


your Brethren, and your Chrittian Governors. It you have a tinccre” 


regard to Religion, and a deſire to advance Gods Glory on Earth ; 
you will at Jalt endeavour a reconciliation, for tear of the miſchicts 
which our ſcparation trom one another is hike to bring upon us all. 
Remembcr that a compliance with your Peoples Non-Contormity, 
is no longer {caſonable, in regard of the obſtinacy ot thoſe that con- 
tinue in it againſt all Law and Reaſon. You have ſuthciently com- 
plicd with their humors, do you now comply with your obligations 
to God, and Man : you have had a care of the falvation of their 
Souls. now look to the preſervation of your own, and run not your 
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lu]Ives into the remedileſs fin of a wilful denial and oppolition of 
God- truth to the Jatt, The Apotiles in their yielding to the Jewiſh 
miſtakes, Jabourcd always to make them fenlible of their Error, by 
mit; ding them {till that M ſis Ceremonics were not needful to be 
obſcrved, and at lalt tuld them plainly, That 
Galt, tney were a denyal of Chriſts coming in the 
Flcth, It would become your Learning and 
Integrity, my revereng Brethren, to deal thus plainly wich your Con- 
regations3 it you would be true followers of the Holy Apoltles. 
ti] ther that Contormity to the Church of England is no ſacha 
Crinic as they have imagincd, that they are bound to obey Mans 
I.iws when they are not contrary to the Commands of the Golpecl 
That they thould be reconcilcd with our Worthip and Church, ard 
tirive to Contorm as ncar as they can tv what is required from them 3 
Tell chem that Schilm ard Separation trom the approved way, is a 
grievous tin. That thcir Souls are in danger of Damnation by re- 
titiing and diſobcying the Lwviul Commands of their Superiors un- 
der God, That they thould take heed of not perlitting obltitately 
in their crrors, ard rot to rctuſc ubedicnce to the leatt Command ot 
the Golpc! when ditcovercd tothem. Tell them to be more in love 
with Truth than with Faction, morc deltrous of mectiny, with the 
.relt of thcir Brethren in Gods Worlhip, than tond of their private 
and unlawtul mcctings, where the Golpel may be Preached, it is 
true, becaule it 1s 1 oppoliticn to their other Brethren, and to the 
Authority ot the Nacion, they arc not warrantable by Gods Word, 
Tell chem in thort, that the Blefſ d Goſpel of our Saviour as well as 


his Intcrett and our Glory, requires us a!l to joyn and unite toge.. + 


ther in all Ads of Viety on Earth, that we may avoid the Devil; 
tecmptations and be m re fit to unite together in Heaven, to ſing, 
praiſcs to our great God and Redeemer, Our Blufled Saviour, who 
1s Ecad tor you as well as torus, and is gone to prepare a place tor us 
in the glorious Mantions of Eccrnity intends not toreccive you by 
your {clves, and appoint your abuads Qitnict trom the refit of Chri- 
tans : why are you f{o ſcrupulous: or {vo ſuperſtitious, as tor trivial 
matecrs now. to divide trom us in that \Worthip which is to pr. pare 
us tor Gods preſence. O my Brethren, did we but conſider how 
ridiculous our Nation appyars to our Neighbours, and to the Blefled 
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Angcls above, and how pleating our Diviliens are to our Enemies of 
Rome, wc ſhould doubtlels bluth far ſhame to have hitherto encoura- 
ged a (cparation ſo childith and ill grounded, for no other cauſe but 


the humor and mittakes ot the vulgar fort,ſceing that it renders us lia- - : 


ble tothe reproach of Men and Angels, 'and cauteth us all to be in dan- 
ger of the ruin of our worldly intereſt.aud what miſchicts it cauſeth to 
the Souls of mcn do you judge. If the re{pect to Religion be pre- 
tended, examin whether this pretence can avail againſt an apparent 
Duty, or excuſe you from a ſubmiſſion to the Laws of God and 
Man, examin whether at preſent you draw not more evil upon the 
hcads of your Followers, and Religion it felt, by an oppoſition to 
Conformity, than you would by yielding to Reaſon ard Law, and 
to your Chriſtian obligations. 

I know that ſome prophane and vicious perſons refuſe tg be con- 
formablc for other reaſons, becauſe they have catt off all reſpects for 
their God and Religion. I know the Jeſuits and the diſguiſed Pa- 
piſts among(t you, will not Contorm to our Church, but exclaim 
againſt our Religious Worthip, becauſe they have a wicked deſign 
to manage theruin of the Nation : But I intend not thele lines for 
their benetit and peruſal, but only tor ſuch of our Non-Conforming 
Brethren, whoſe hearts God may at Jalt move with a ſence of their 
duty to joyn with us in Gods Service. They that hercafter (hall re- 
tuſe, and continue in an obftinate retuſal, and in their uſual clamors 
againſt us may jultly be ſuſpect.d tor Papil's, or ſome hircd to pro. 
mote the Jcſuitical detign, the overthrow of Church and State, Were 
the differences in Religiun between uz in t ic Fundamicntals, a Sec- 
paration would be well grounded, But we all agree in the chief 
Articles of our Faith, we embrace together the ſame Religion and 
Bclict, we worlhip the ſame onc God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
and cxpc& Salvation through the Merits of a Cruciticd Chrilt, we 
ſubſcribe to the ſame Covenant of Grace, and acknowledye but 
two Sacraments as Seals, we look upon the Holy Scripturcs, as the 
only infallible Rule of our Faith and Practice 3 In a word we agree 
in all the eficntial parts of che Chriitian Religion, many of the cir- 
cumltances in which we diſagree are ſo inconfiderable. that if we 
had not an carnelt defire toontend, they would not be able to cauſe 
any diſpute, much leſs to diſturb the publick peace. 
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The chict differences are about Church Government, and Gods 
Publick Worſhip, for the lattcr they arc fo frivolous, idle and im- 
pertincnt, that | ſhall ſay no more in vindication of ovr practices, 
than hath been alrcady laid, b.t tor the” Government we agree in 
the chict Principles and Maxims, though we dittcr in the conclu- 
fun, For weall ſay that in all Church Governments amongft Chri- 
1141s, that there is a regard to be had to the Medcls allowed of and 
appointed by the Huly Apoliles and Primitive Fathcrs, That the 
Rulcs of the Goſpel ought not to be oppoſed but obeyed in the pre- 
(cribing of Laws tor the preſervation of Chriltian Societies. That 
in all Church Government there 1s a ſpecial regard to be had to the 
2nd of all. Government, which is the ſatety of the whole to kcep ic 
trom the attempts of all Encmics and dangers. That this may caule 
2 varicty in Kingdoms and Nations, agrecable to the Government 
in the State, to the nature and inclinations of the people and ſeveral 
other circumliancces which arc to be weighed in this Caſe. That 
a Government eltabliſh:d in a Nation by the publick Authority, it 
not contrary to Gods Word and Will, ought not to be refilied by 
Chriltian Subjects. That every individual Believer muſt not pre- 
{ume to cenſure and murmur againli the appointed Order in Church 
- or State, or mcddle with the Princes Othce and Power. That the 
Government in the Church bclongs to the Sovercign Prince under 
God, as well as in the Statc : and that it is a dangerous preſumption 
for cvery private perſon to venture to contradict the Laws, which 
{uch Lawtul Princes think convenient in their wikdom to ſettle in a 
Church : in theſe and ſuch like truths, I ſuppoſe moſt of our Non- 
Eonforming Brethren will agree with us. But neverthcle(s, the 
P: csbyterian will be governed by his Presbycery and Lay-Elders, in a 
{ubordinaticn to Atſcmblies and Synods. Thc Independent will 
acknowledge no Orders in the Church but what arc appointed in 
his Congregation, and both rcluſe Obedicnce to Epiſcopal Autho- 
xy, though fuitable tothe tormer Rules and Maxims: Epiſcopacy 
recommenis to us in Gods Church a Monarchical Authority, | resby- 
tery would have an Ariltucratical mixed with Democracy, the Indc- 
>c::dent pleads for a Democratical, To what purpoſe is this adoc 
bout Government * it, concerns not our Salvation in caſe we behave 
ew {lves haitly, rightcoutly, and fubcr!y, in this preſent world : it 
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Cafe we can but lead a quiet and peaceable lite, in all godline(s and 
honelty. As this is the chiet duty of every individual Chrittian, it 
ſhould be our endeavour and purpoſe in all our ations. The Pres- 
bytcrian forſook Epiſcopacy, ind thought to mend his condition 
under that Government, he gave an Example to the Independent to 
forſake Presbytery with hopes uf living with more caſe in anew Go- 
vernment, never heard of in» the Primitive Church, unleſs it be a- 
mongſt Hereticks and Enemies of Gods Truth, tor the cliabliſhing 
of this ſtrange Ordcrin this Church, thcy Iay down moſt dangerous 
Dodtrines, contrary to Gods Word and all Reaſon; for inttance, 
That evcry Chriltian upon the account of 
being ſo, a rcal Chrittian, a good man, and Separation no Schiſm, 
a Belicvcr, may be no membcr of Chritts vili- Ls oppoſtion to an excel- 
. . . ent Sermon of that Worthy 
ble Church, and is not bound to joyn in CX- n;,;,, 24, Sharp. 
tcraal Communion with it where it may be 
had. That a ſuſpicion ora bare perſuaſion of fin in the publick pra- 
&iccs commanded by Authority, is ſufficient to free both Minilter 
and Pcople from their Obedience, and Licenſe them to At con- 
trary to the ſane. That Chriſtians arc not ſubje& to Ecclefraſtical 
Laws, unleſs they be contained in the Holy Scripture. That men 
may be Chriſtians without any ſubjection to Authority, or depen- 
dency upon Chriits Church. And tuch like DoCtrines direly con- 
trary to Chrilts great deſign in mans Re- 
demption, waich S. Par tclls us was Union, 
That he might rccor:cilc all unto God in once 
Body by the Croſs. 1 would have theſe my Brethren know. that 
as man was created in reſpect toa Society, he is alſo redecmed with 
the ſame relation, for we cannot think that this good Saviour hath 
ircced him from lin and the Devils power, tolive by himlfelt for cvc 
45 a wild Anchorct in the Defart,and Mountains ;he hath alia 
his followers with that ſpirit, and given them thofe principles that 
tcnd to Union and Communion. Therefore St. Pau faith, in 1 Cor. 
xiv. 33. That God is not the Author of Confuſion but of Peace, as 
in all the Churches of the Saints, What mcans the Apottle by Peace? is 
it that cvcry individual Chriſtian ſhould be ſcattered upon the tace 
of the Earth, and upon the leaſt ſuſpicion or ill grounded prejudice 
abominate all corrclpondency in the Publick Worthip of God, that 
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he ſhould look upon his brethren xredcemed by the fame bloud, go- 
verned by the ſame ſpirit, and animated with the ſame hopes, with 
a ſupercilious countenance, and fly trom them as from a Wolf or a 
Devil. Yet thcſc are the conſequences of ſome of the Independent 
principles. Burt I ſuppoſe it no dithcult matter to reclaim molt of 
them trom ſuch pernicious opinions, which have proved as deſtru- 
ive to their privatc Congregations, as they have to the Church of 
England, tor they tend to encourage diſorder, and to licenſe men to 
cali off all reſpects to all Governours and Government of what ſort 
ſocver. But methinks it we had that honour tor our Nation as 
becomes us, and as other people have tor theirs, we thould not be 
more fond of the new modes in Government and Gods Worſhip re- 
commended to us by our Neighbours, and impoſed upon us by a 
Scotch Frolick, than of the antient and wiſe method and Govern- 
ment cſtabliſhed amongſt us by our Forefathers. Why mult the new 
fangles and faſhions of ſtrangers aftect us more than the diſcreet 
conltructions of our own Chriſtian Rulers ? Though the people of 
our Nation alter often thcir habits, methinks in ſo {ſerious a buſineſs 
as Rcligion, Government and Gods Worſhip, we ſhould not be (o 
changcable as we are in our apparel. 

I know the rigid Independents are accuſed for denying the appoin- 
ted maintgnance to Minilters, Tythes, the encouragement of Lcarn- 
ing and Gods Service they are accuſed for not allowing, any (et 
forms of Prayer, not ſo much as the Lords Prayer, for not admitting, 
any to the Ordinances but ſuch as are of their own fraternity, for 

ES denying the Magitirates Power over the 
on 266 OE —_— Godly, tor allowing the killing of all oppo- 
Ws aro "Tae *  ſers. But theſe wicked Dodrines I ſuppoſe 

are not maintained by the molt moderate 
Independents, who ditter from us chiefly in the Government of the 
Church : in all other things it is likely that they may be brought to 
comply with us, though at preſent they give themlclves the liberty 
to abuſe and carp at many other innocent circumttancecs of the Reli- 
gion and Worthip of the Church of England. 

I nnd my (clt engaged in this place to give a Reply to a grand 
Objection againlt th's Advice, and call to Contorwity which ſeems 
to bc allowed by St. Par/, wn his Fourteznth Chapter of his Epiltle 
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tothe R-mans, and which is commonly pleaded as an excule by our 
Non Conforming Brethren. That they extreamly ſuſpedt aur prattices 
and worſhip to be ſinful, and therefore they are not bound to act againſt a 
d:ubting Conſcience, by joyning with us in that which they conceive t9 be 
unlawful. Agrccable to S. Paul's words in another occalion and 


caſe, He that doubteth is damned if he eat, becauſe be eateth not if faith, - 


for whatſoever is not of faith us ſins 
This paſſage is but a weak Vlea for Non-Contormity in England, 
* for the Romans caſe and ours differ in thele particulars. Thcir Con- 
troverſies were concerning the aboliſhed Cercmonics of the Fer, or 
the prophane practices ot the Heathen Idolaters, ours are about the 
Lawtu), Decent, and Religious Ceremonies of Chriſtians. Their 
Controvertics were about ſuch mattcr, as were in them\.lves fcan- 
dalous, as cating, of things facrihced to Idols, parcaking with the Ido- 
laters in a Heathen Temple, or obſerving the Faſti and Nefaſti, days 
of good or ill luck, according to the Roman perſuation : but our 
Dilputes are for ſuch things as all acknowledge to be harmleſs and 
innoccrt. The Komans were newly Converted to Chriliianity, and 
therefore many weak in Faith were not to be difcouraged by the 
libcrty other men allowed themſelves, we in Ezgland me:hinks 
thould be well grounded and fetled in the Chritiian Religion, anc 
not to be diſcouragcd trom its Protection by every trifle. The thivgs 
in Controverſic were never cnjoyncd, or looked upon by the Rulers 
&t that Church as ht to be prattiſed, and of any decency in Guds 
Worlhip, our matters in diſpute arc approved by the Authority ot 
the Nation, and every true hearted Englifh Soul, is bound by the un- 
deniable Laws of God as well as by Mans Laws, and tor the credit of 
the Nation, as well as for the preſerving of publick Peace and Unity, 
to Submit and Cenform. Do you think in Conſcience, that in our 
cale it S. Paul did live among{|t us, that he would bid you not Gon- 
form, Bcarſe you are danmed if you Conform dorbting. Hc that tclts 
you in the turmer Chapter, verl. 16. Be '9f the ſame mind one towards 
azothcr. Mind not high things, but condeſcend to men of low eſtate. Be 
nt wiſe in your own cenceits. And im the fifteenth, Chapter, verC. 5. 
be ye like minded one towards another, that ye way with ine mind and 
with one mouth glovifie God, even the Father of our Loyd Fofes Chrift, 
Taink ye that he would have opencd fo wice a gap to Non-Cou- 
Orimity, 


to all true Proteſtaz, ts. 47 


FI. 2 


ns en 


-X: 


4.3 A Seaſorable Advice 


formity, and to thc liniſter deligns of Apoſiats and Hereticks. Think 
\c that hc would have givcn this liberty to dilturb the Churches 
Peace, to theſe Sons bf Tumult and Diviſion, to tcll them that a 
groundleſs ſuſpition of lin in the practices of the Church, or the barc 
pretence is (ufhcient to jultie their irregularities, diſorders, ſchiſms, 
{cparation and diſobedicncc to the Commands of their Supertors, 
He that tclls you that ye muſt needs be ſubjeft for Conſcience ſake, would 
he have ſaid that a naked excuſe, or a meer immagination of fin in 
the things cnjoyned, frees you from all ſubjeAion, and gives you 
liberty to diſobey the Magiſtrate in indifferent mattres. Are you to 
prefer your wiltul ſuſpitions or groundlels fancies, to the declarations 
of your Brethren and Chriſtian Rulers, to imagin fin in that which 
they think not only lawful, but allo necdtul to be praftiſed. This 
General Rule Whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin, verl, 23. is miſapplied 
to our caſe, and is not to be allowed as a lawful excuſe tor the omil- 


ſion of an apparent duty, for there are none of our Non-Conformiſts 


but might calily attain to that Knowledge and Faith, which might 
juſtice their Unity with us. Were they living amongit the Canibals 
or in the darkneſs of Popcry, or Heathenilh Idolatry, where none 
were able to remove their doubts, to ſatisfic their minds, and inform 
their Conſciences, this plea might be ſo long 

Calig. aut in Solt, Quir= allowable till they were able to gain more 
fil. knowledg. But tor them to ſhut their cyes 
toall the beams of light, and their cars to all 

the Reaſons, Arguments, and Pcrſuations, of the Doors of the 
Church ot England, and to ſay we are blind, we don't believe, we 
are not perſuaded, and therctore our Conformity without Faith 
would be a fin, is a molt ridiculous pretence, unto which meer ne- 
ccty drives them who arc obltinatcly reſolved to the contrary. Sup- 
pole a Heathen or a Papilt ſhould have had the ſame advantayes as 
you have to underſtand the Truth, and as {irong invitations to make 
protciſion of the Golpel, would you allow them this pretunce to 
excuſe themſelves trom embracing the Goſpel? Why did not the 
Presbyterians and Independents approve of this Plca in thoſe whom 
they cattout of thcir Afſemblies tor Religions ſake, and would not 
admit them ty communion ? Men mult take hc.d in this corrupt Age, 
of fuch gcucral Rules winch the Devil is wont to wrelt, to promote 
his 
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his own wicked purpoſe. But in this caſe you will fay what thall 
we do? what courſe thall we take? tor our Confeiences have gotten 
ſuch a command over us and our judgrtents through ſuch like per- 
(uations, that we can enjoy nv Pcacc within our breatts, if we com- 
ply with you,in things ſo contrary to our principles. We are as much 
atraid to hear your praycrs, as tv worlhig bctore an Idol of Store or 
Timber, to ſec a white Surplice, as to athit at Maſs, to have a Crols 
upon our Childrens torcheads as to receive the marks ot the Beaſt : 
In a word, weare as much atraid to ſubinic our (clves to your Wor- 
ſhip and the Government ot Biihops, as to Apoliatize from Chrilt, 
and forſake Chriltianity, This tear and theſe perſualions cannot * 
calily be overcome, what advice thcretore would you give us that 
we in this caſe, might take that Courſe, which may agrce in ſome 
re{pes with our obligations to our Supcriors, and tavour us a little 
in our weakneſs, that we may not do any thing to ditturb the peace 
of our Conſciences, which youlay arc miſ-led. 


: CHAP.V. 


Seaſonable and Chriſtian Advices for our Non-Conformine 


Brethren, who are poſſeſſed with ſuch ſirong prejudices 
againſt the Church of England, that they cannot ea(ily 
overcome them: and a Reconciliation propoſed. © 


Will freely grant what you would have us believe, that you are 
1 afraid by a compliance with our Church to wound your Conſci- 
nces, or to aCt contrary to your perſuaſion, which you think to be 
well grounded : and that by ſuch a proceeding you ſhould diſturb 
the quiet ot your Souls, as when Conlcientious men commit a fin a- 
gainlt Gods Laws, Yet my Brethren in this caſe your reſolved 
Non. Contormity isnot warrantable, nor agreeing with Chriſtian 
prudence, becaule your Superiors to whoſe ; "we Do Reaſon and 
Duty, teaches you to yield a little, condenms it as prejudicial to the 
publick: and bccauſc it is (o apparently deſtructive to Pezce and all 
H 
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Chriſtian vertues which Unity and Uniformity in Religion are 
wont to nourilh in 2 Society, Therefore in this caſe for your own 
quiet and the publick Pcace, I adviſe you my Brethren to obſerve a 
incdiuwn: between a titrict Contormity and a Non-Conformity, until 
ſuch time as you can be better informed, and to practiſe theſe follow- 
ing Rulcs, which will infallibly give your Souls and Conſcierccs fa- 
tistacion, and anſwcr in ſome reſpects your obligations to your 
Superiors under Ged, as well as ſ{ccure the publick peace of the 
Church. However I am certain you arc bound by Gods Holy Word 
to obſerve theſe Rulcs 3 that though the caſe were as you ſuſpet, lam 
certain, that it you will govern your ſclvcs by them, your Non-Con- 
tormity, will be leſs dangerous to your Souls, more excuſable betore 
God, and le(s hurttul to the Nation. | 

I. Abltain from all dilreſp:&ttul words, flanderous reports, baf: 
aſpertions, and railing accuſations, and unworthy imputations of 
our Government, Worlhip and Orders of the Church. Suffer not 
your ſuſpicions of fin to break out into an open injuſtice and hlthy 
language. It your judgments be intected,dehle not your tongues with 


. the ſame pollution. Let a Chrittian moderation bridlc in that liberty, 


which men commonly give themſelves, of ſpeaking any thing again! 
that which they cannot phancr, and let not your miſtakes appcar far- 
ther than your own Souls, This reliraint is moſt juſt, reaſonable, and 
agreeing, with the paſſages of Gods Blcfſced Word, for it is but jutt 
tnat you thould abltain trom abuſing that Church and Government, 
which ſccurcs vour Lives and Eſtates, ftrom which your Forefathcrs 
and many of you, have rcceived the advantage of bcing Chriſtians; 
lt was a great ingratitude in one of the Sons of Noa', to reveal and 
{port himfclt with the light of his Fathcrs Nakedneſs. It is as great 
an ingratitude in the Erg/iſh Subjects, and deſcrves as ſevere a Curſe, 
to blaze abroad and dclight to publiſh in every Company the ſul- 
p<tcd nakcedncls of their Mother the Church of Eagland, trom whoſe 
Excalis they have ſucked many benehts. It is very remarkable that 
when the Children of Iſrael were going into tne Land of C:naan, to 
live amorgyt the Heathcns, God gave them this Commandment tor 
thc prof vation of the publick Peace of his People, which would have 
ben broken, it they had by their unhandſom Language, tiirrcd up 
tt. Hoathons jealoulic tor the Honour of their Gods. Thoz alt not 
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revile the Gods, nor curſe the Rulers of thy People, Exod. xxii. 25, They 
differed in cficntial matters of Religion, yet God would not ſuffer 
his People to rail againlt choſe talſc Divinitics, Il that might dil- 
quict and dilturb the publick tranquillity. And tor that vcry caulz 
when the Fews were in Captivity in Babylon, Jeremiah {<rt them 2 
[.ctter by Gods Command, To ſeek the peace of tve City whither they 
were carried away Captroes, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the peace 
thereof ſhall ye have peace, Jerem. xxix. 7. The Jews were Guds 
Pcople, the Babylonians were Idolaters, yct God would not ſuffer 
them to detame or ſpeak any thing, which might hinder the peace 
ot that Kingdom. Likewiſe it was obſerved by the Town-Clerk 
ot Epheſus, in his harangue to the People in their uproar, That the 
Chriitians were neither Robbers of Churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of the 
Goddeſs Diana, Acts Xix. 37. And the Hcathens could commen« 
the Chriſtians for their moderation, and dil- 

cretion in this reſpect. And is it jult, that you Putin Martyr. 

my Brethren, ſhould be continually -reviling 

and blaſpheming that Worſhip and Religion, whercot the eftabliſh- 
ment renders ye quiet in the poſſeſſion of your Eltates : That Rcli- 
gion and Worſhip, againſt which you have nothing but Suſpicions, 
and not ſuch Allegations as the Fews had againſt the Babyloniſh, and 
as the Chriltians had againſt the Heathenith Religion. Our Peace 
I covtels is not Lifturbed in that manner as thcirs had bcen, had they 
treated the Heathens as many of you do us; for you have to deal 
with thoſe Chrittians, that look upon you as Brethren, and can ſuffer 
aftronts and diſgraccs with patience, but our moderation excuſes 
not the violent and uncharitable expreſſions and blaſphemies too 
much in uſe amongſt the indiſcreeteſt of our diſſenting Brethren. 
Whatever theretore be your thoughts and ſuſpicions of us, let your 
words be modett, and let them ſavour of that Chriltian Charity 
which we ſhould entertain tor ore another. 

IT. Scck not to propagate your diſplcaſures againſt our Church 
and Worthip,nor to gain Proſclytes to your Sccts. You have but ſuf- 
picions ot {in tolay to our Charge,no real Accufations,no open Idola- 
try, nor plain Superſiition'to fatten upon our Church and Worthip: 
though this ſuſpicion as you pretend,is ſufficient to excuſe your Non- 
Contormity, it may not have the ſame effcct upon others; thar 
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witich is but a ſulpicion 11 you, ſhall aſſurcdiy be an Article of Faith 
in a Ditcivle, tor Error like the Snow-balls increaſcth the farther 
it g&cs, Education and Cuttom will cauſe your Childrcn to abomi- 
natc, what vou look upon t9 be tolerable, it you bring them up in 
21 avcrtion tor it. It is obſerved concerning hercticks and miſtakes 
in Rcligion, that their Diſciples were far 
more thc Children of Hcll than their Matters, 
and morc violent and morc extravagant in 
Heirdeviations from the Truth, It is therefore very dangcrous to 
araw into the ſame groundleſs ſuſpicions unexperienced Souls, who 
Arc apt to improve miliakes to the diliurbancc of the publick and 
their own danmation : It theretore you will not be in love with your 
prepudices, take heed how you _ up your Children in ſuch pcr- 
taalions, a5 may haiten their ruin and the Nations calamitics. And 
it you canovt prevail upon your (elves to forlake your opinions, be 
not {oy tond of your diitemper to communicate it to others, but cr.- 
courage them in the pertonnance of their duties, 

HI. Give not credit too unadviſedly to the ill reports that concern 
the Church and its Government, tor there is nothing that increaleth 
{o much the diſplcaſure againii it, as that wicked policy of our Ade 
verſaxics. Thcy miſrepretent us to the people, and dcal with us as 
the Jcſuits in Spain do with the Proteſtants condemned to the tire, 
they cloath them with Paper Coats and Caps, all covered over with 
ſhapes of Devils and ſtrange chimcra's to render ther more trightful 
to the vulgar ſort: thus do our fubti] enemies cover us over with 
the figures ot Devils, Idolatry, Superltition and Crimes, which when 
well cxamined will appear to be only the cttcts of their malice ra- 
ther than cxprettions ot our delervings. 

IV. Scarch with diligence into the differences between us, take 
the atlittance of Gods Holy Word, inquire into our Practices and 
Blict, ard by Prayer cndeavour to underltand the Truth, that you 
ray lcarn to practiſe it. We dare appeal to the Judgments of the 
mott modcrat? of you. we are no ſuch Idolaters as ſome would have, 
There 15 nothing ot Superſtition enjoyned in our Church : we will 
be tried by Gods Word, and the ſound interpretation of the Holv 
Fathers, Rcad over Mr. Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Policy; commended by 
vur Royal Martyr. Read his Opinion of our Church Worthip and 
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Government in !1is incomparable Book. His judgment is worthy to 
be looked vnun. I have ever efteemed, ſaith he, 

the [A Ware of England the beit Profeſſion of In RY Letter to the 
Keſinion, berawle it comes neareſt ta Gods Word Prince of Wiles. 

for Docivune, and t» the Prinutive Examples for 

Government, Read Bithop Bancroft, Downham, Hall, Bilfr, a4 
Dr. 7 aviv -241nt Prezbytery, in Vindication of the Church of England, 
Read cur later Diſputations about the matters in quettion berwecn 
us, ACC. 

V. Draw as near to us in your Religious Worthip, as your Con- 
(cietices will Caffer you, endeavour to athit at Prayers, and it you 
can have no Devotion inward!y, however exprets outwardiy thar 
reſpect, that 1 due toyour God whom we adore. Whatever you pre- 
tend. 1 cannot think any of you fo extraordinary miltaken as to think 
that a Crime, which we reckon a Duty, ard fo Superſtitious as to 
{cruple at an attendance with us in our Service of God, It therctorc 
you be willing to attain to a freedom trom all theſe niceticsand tears. 
be frequent at the publick Prayers of the Church. If you cannot at 
hrſt have any Devotion, this frequentation will ſoon bring you to a 
right rchih ot thoſe Petitions, and that way of Worſhip, and the 
{ooner, it you will obſerve the motions of the Body enjoyned in the 
Commuon-Praycr 3 for this ſubmitſion and this cattom will have a 
ſpeedy influence upon your minds, and cauſe,your Souls to joyn in 
the ſame reſpects to God. Certain it is that the nearneſs of relation 


| between the Soul and the Body, will beget a mutual compliance 


between the Actions ot the one and the AﬀecCtions of the other + (o 
that the ottcn practiling of things mult needs reconcile us to thoſe 
performances, and remove the {trongeſt prejudices which are not 
groundcd in reaſon, nor ltrengthued by Divine Revelation, nor any 
worldly intcrett, which in this cauſe ought to have no hand. If 
theretorc any weak Brother cannot at preſent comply with the Devo- 
tions of the Church of England, it he tinds an inward repugnancy 
for our public Pravers, which hinders him trom receiving that bc- 
nefit and comtore thereby intended : Let him follow and try my 
advice but a tew months, let him force his Body to obſerve all the 
mations of reſpe& commanded in the Rubrick : let him {tand vp 


when we give glory to Cod and hog forth his praiſess let him kneet. 
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In Praycr., and ontwardly obſcrve a duc Reverence, and he ſhall hnd 
that hs tormer averton will infentibly wear away, and by degrees 
he will bring his Soul to a hearty and Religious compliance with 
our godly Forms of Prayer, which bctore he could never uſe with 
any fatistaction to his mind : He thall nnd his unhappy humor of diſ- 
content cvaporate it ſelt, and his Body draw after the Soul and its 
tacultics toa lincere worthipping, of our good God, in the manner 
that is praCtiſed amongit us. This and many other dirc&ions to 
this {fame purpoſe I recommend to your peruſal, my Brethren, who 
arc willing to be cured of all prejudice againtt our Church and Wor- 
(hip, you ſhall hnd them in my Chriſttans Devotions and Direfory, now 
in thc Prefe. 

However I would adviſe you, for your own and the Churches 
Peace, todraw as near as you can to us.and be trequent in the oftering, 
up of the Praycrs ot the Church, tor this propinquity will both ac- 
quaint you with the innocency ot our practices, and tree vou from 
all thole idle and needs apprehentions ot tin, which a diftance trom 
us begets and nourithcs in your minds. 

Many othcr Scaſonable Advices I could give you to the ſame pur- 
poſe, but the compendiouſnels of this Tract (utfers me not to en- 
largc. ; 

"IR wcre dcſirous of a reconciliation, there are ways to be tound 
out to bring us all together : And though we liand at {uch a dittance, 
and entertain ſuch unreaſonable animotities againſt one anothers 
pcrſons and practices, I dare engage to offer to you my Brethren, 
ſuch propoſals as may sgrce with molt of your Conſcriences, and 
with the honour of our Church, and the Majelty of our Laws, with 
a little mitigation. Our Governors no doubt will be willing to 
embrace ſuch among you as lcad a good Lite, and to encourage 
your Conformity by all poſſible means. Neglect not this motion 
but anſwer it with a Chrittian compliance, You {hall tind us all 
both Clergy and Pcople, ready to receive you, for we have in this 
Naticn ſuch Worthy, Wiſe, Learned, and Chriftian Rulcrs in the 
Church, as no Nation can ſhew the like : nor was ever our Church 
better turnithed with able Divines, skilF'd in all kind of Learning,nor 
morc remarkable for their Wiſdom, Piety, and Modcration. You 
{hall tind our Bithops for the Publick Peace of the Church, ready to 
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condeſccnd to your weaknels in all ſuch things. as ſhall agrce with 
their Conſciences, the' honour and good of the Church, and the 
preſervation of his Majettics Authority. 

This Nation was ncvcr bl:iſed with a more merciful, mild and 
more gracious Prince, more willing to be govern'd by Law and Rea- 
ſon, an Enemy of blood and violence. You ſce that he bears with 
your intirmitics, ſuffers you to take that liberty in matrers of Religji- 
on, which the ſeverity of the Law condemns. His goodneſs and cx- 
cellent diſpoſition is an invitation to you : Abuſe not his Royal Fa- 
vors to your own prejudice and the puhlick wrong, ; Let his Reign 
be Blcfſed with an accommodation of thoſe differences, which have 
involved us alrcady in unſpeakable Miſcrics and woful Tragedies. 

Some of our Governors need not be adviſcd toa Chrittian modera- 
tion.and a kind rcccption of the weak Brethren. This Noble and Sca- 
ſonable Vertue hath gained the greatclt part of contiderable Towns'to 
Contormity, and won them the eftcem ot all 
their pcople.For though it is not ſafe to com- The preſent Bi hop of Bath 
ply with Schiſm and FaCtion, by fallingaway nd Wells, by a 4znd and 
trom our Duty, and the obſervance of the &""n beha.cour, bath 

; ; , A + one much good 4 Taun- 
Laws, thre is a wiſe behaviour in requiring gn, awergft the Noncor- 
obcdience with meckncls and Chriltian com- formiſts. = 
placcncy,which prevails more upon the minds 
ot men, than that turious zcal which would have fire to'come down 
trom Heaven upon all oppoſers. 


I darc ingage to you, my Non- Conforming Brethren, it you will | 


diſcover the leati forwardncls to this bleſſed Union : All the Bithops, 
Clergy, and good Pcople of the Land will rejoyce, and that ſuch 
conditions {hall be grantcd to you, which Reaſon, Contcience, and 
your own Intcreli will require you to accept. O that you would 
therefore all dctirc and {cek tor this Union with us in Gods Holy 
Warlhip, and thereby ſecure the publick Peace ot the Church, the 
proſperity of your King and Country, from all wicked attempts of 
Barbarous Encmics. O that you would but preter this your intercit 
of your Soul and Budy, and the indiſpenſable obligations to the 
Laws, to your own unadviſed phancics or the jcaloutics of blinded 
and dcladed Conlcicnces, 
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I hall therefore conclude this Scaſonable Advice,with an Addreſs, 
to you the Chict Leaders and Teachers ct thele our Brethren, 


CHAP. VI. 


An Exhortation to all the Learned, Piows, and Chriſtian 
Teachers amongſt our Non-Conforning Brethren, to pre- 
vent in time the Nations ruin, Ly an: Unit) with us ; and 
to lay aſide all Prejudice and Partiality. 


WW E look upon many of you to be men of great Learning, and 
Excmplary Picty. ſome of you by your Religious Works, 
have gaincd an cſiccm- amongſt all the Retormed Churches : your 

Lives are ſaid to be anfwerable to your Do- 
Mr. Baxter's Works. Erincs. Many are enlightned, inſtructed, 111d 

perſuaded from tw by your Teaching : a3 
therefore a Roman (aid of a good man on the contrary tide, UVtizz.197, 
I could repeat the word a thouſand times, Utinam mojter eſſes, would 
to God that you and we were but one, would toGod that you would 
joyn with us, and be perſuaded to unite in one Religion and Weor- 
thip. 

Thc multitudes that throng, .2t your Aſſemblics, look upon vou 
alſo to be men that make Conſcience of your ways. By your Prexch- 
ing they ſce that you arc not ignorant of the Holy Scripturcs, and of 
the Revealed Will of God. What can they conclude from hence, 
and your abhorrcncy of us, but that you mult be more quick-ſighted 
than they arc, to {py an Error in our Worthip and Prayers, wg 
thing of Idolatry, and unlawful to practiſe, which cauſcs you to 
{eparate from us tor fear of a dchlement. I know fcveral perſor.s 
that this conſideration alone hath prejudiced fo tar againſt us, that 
they have told me and cannot be perſuaded to the contrary, that 
there mult needs be ſomething of Swperſtition in our Church: for otherwiſe 
{ mary Learned men world never ftand at ſuch a diftance from us, others 
have cafi all the fault upon your Conlcienccs, as it your Confci- 
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encies my Reverend Brethren, were to be blinded and miftaken in 
ſo plain and clear a bulineſs; What is free for me to pradiiſe, ſome have 
ſaid to me, it may be other mens Conſciences canmt allaw, Your pious 
behaviour, and good lives in the eyes of the world , firengthens 
them in this charitable opinion of you, and finifter opinion-of us and 
of our Church, ſo that they look upon us as tormalilts, temporiſers, 
men-pleaſers, worldlings, and our Rulers as Perfccutors, to Ena& 
thoſe juſt Laws, which tend to the preſervation of the Nations Peace, 
and Honour. For Gods fake begin now coundeceive them, ſaffer 
not your people to continue for ever in their dangerous miftakes, 
which nourithes envy, hatred, malice, diſpleaſure, and keeps them in 
that hainous and crying Sin before God Schiſm, which caulc 
once the Earth to open her infernal jaws to 11 
devour the firſt Authors of it alive. Numbers xvi. 
Your Danger I conceive is greater than 
theits z for all the (ins that they, are guiiry of by their ſeparation, 
and the vices nouriſhed in them by this diviſion, will be charged 
upon you by our great Judge at the lat. Tribunal. And why wil 
you load your (elves with other mens Crimes? Have you not miſ(- 
carriages enough of your own to Anfwer tor ? Were it not tor you 
and your Religious Carriage, all your people would be cafily per- 
fuaded to lilten to Reaſon and their Duty to. che Church. But as you 
have hitherto kept up the Faction tor Reaſons that we may chance 
to be ignorant of z Now let me tell you, that you indanger both the 
Bodics and the Souls, the preſent and the future .intereftt of your 
Congregations : If you will yet ftifly vetate a Compliance and an 
Union with us-your Brethren. You fee the condition of this. Nati- 
or,the malice and deligns of our Encraics, the danger that hangs over 
our hicadsz you ſee what advantage our diviſions in Religion are 
likely eo give them, how they endeavour to keep us aſfunder, and 
laugh at our tollies and needleſs diflentions : why will you befriend 
the Pope and his Papitts? why will you yield them your affittance, 
and employ your Gitts and Talents, to advance Popery amonglt us, 
and ruin your Pcople- and their Pofterity > Don't you thmk, that 
thele quarrcls between Proteſtants, have increafed the number of 
Atheitts and Vapilts? It hath bcen the uſual, reafon employed by 
their Jeſuits to dclude poor Souls into their Damnable Rehgion, to 
1 etch 
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rel} them,that we amongſt our ſelves were not well agreed, what Re- 
ligion to chuſez and that thoſe of. the Reformed Religion were al- 
ways fangling about Fundamentals. And how many prophane and 
looſe pertans have been glad to catch at this occaſion, to excuſe them- 
{clves. trom obſerving the Laws of God. 

Belides, conſider what dangcr thoſc poor Souls arc in that are your 
anditors, whom though their converſation is plauſible before men, 
the Devil holds falt by thoſe firoug bands of iniquity, prejudice, pride, 
imgularity, hatred, envy, {chiſm, &c. and drags ta Eternal damna- 
ton without Repentance and-tac Merits of a good Saviour. Opcn 
your Eyes therefore my Beloved Brethren, look to your own, your 
Cougregations, the Nations, and the pubkck danger: and the Lord 
of his Mercy open your Hearts;to have ſome compatlion of then and 
your (clves, that-you may bring a ſpecdy remedy to theſe diltempers 
zn the Church, which will never be curcd withou you. 

{commend the Jcſuits in China, for their wiſdom and diſcretion 
in eomplying and zoyning with the Protcliant Merchants in all Du- 
ties of Religzon,and they with the Jeſuits in the parts of Gods Wor- 
hip which are lawful, however they abllain from all Diſputes, and 
Quarrcls.about Chriltian Religion, betore the Brahmans and the Hea- 
cens, Ikkfi_that the differences wm Religion mightmot appear-to them 
and hinder thcir embracing Chrilttanity. Cannot we obſerve the 
ſame policy ?* we have much more reaſon than they, our differences 
are not conhderable, Ceaſe therctore.to canton your ſclves, and keep 
up your Factions. Why wilt you .tor worldly intere(t or any carnal 
end, bring Chriſis Church iv England to utter ruin? If you cannot 
be (cnilible of the Nations danger, by that which I-have already repre- 
{entcd, Contider that in the late hurly busly in the Weſt, upon a talle 
Aiarm of.the French bcing landed vpon the Coatt of Dorſet-ſhire, Come 
ot t+-2- tiercett Pucsbyteriaus and Independents, or ſuch at. leaſt as 
pictended that Religion to cxctﬀe themielves from an attendance 
upon the Publick Ordinance, had combined together to plunder thc 
Houſes of Rich Miniticrs, Gentlemen and Wealthy Farmers, it there. 
ad bcen any Truth in the Invaſion. 

My Revczend Brethicn, 1 bcſeech you for: the Lords (ake, con- 
hdcr ieriouſly this particular, that will diſcover to you the preſent 


diſpolitions of our diflcating Brethren, and the future dangers ob 
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their Dividing from our Church. Animofity is increaſed to that 
height in their Souls, that the Bleſſed Rulcs of the Goſpel are not rc- 

arded; that the Laws Human and Divine will be tramplcd under 
foot, that Plunder, Robberics. and Maſſacres, will be the end of 
your teaching many of them not to joyn with us. I cannot think 
that any of you will approve of {uch wickedneſles as theſe, yet theſe 
you may ſec to be the fruits of our Diviſions in trivolous matters of. 
Religion. I know your zealous Teaching hath had better effects 
upon more Conſcientious Souls : but under the Skirts of your Sccts, 
you know many Hypocrits and Villains (hroud themſelves, to act 
their evil purpoſcs under a more plaulible Covert. Harbor not ſuch 
Encmies as thcſe, encourage them not in their diſlenting trom us, 
but lcad them by your Examples and Teaching, at lealt to an Obe- 
dicnce toour Laws and Government in the Church and State, and 
co an outward Conformity to the Worthip of our God amongſt us, 
according to St. Pauls Exhortation to you, in the Second of his Epi- 
ſtle to the Philippians : If there be any conſolation in Chrilt, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit.if any bowels and merctes , Fulfil 
ye my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame Iyve, being of one accord, 


. 


of one mind, 


T1 EE END. 
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